
Grade Award Image Title Comments
A Grade Merit AO Another Day for you in Paradise The prespective draws the eye along the sidwalk, creating a sense of depth. The person is well placed in the frame, adding a 

focal point. The use of black and white enhances the textures giving the image a dramatic and gritty feel. The choice of 
grayscal contributes to a somber, reflective mood, highlighting themes of urban life and solitude. Great work capturing a 
emotional moment.

A Grade Highly Commended AO Anzac Day Salute This image is beautifully atmospheric, showcasing silhouettes set against a stunningly luminous backdrop. The powerful 
backlighting creates a bold contrast that accentuates the figures and the tree, infusing the scene with depth and intrigue. The 
composition is skillfully arranged, with the central figure drawing the eye, while the two figures on the right provide 
additional context and interest. The warm, golden hues enrich the overall sentiment, lending it a cinematic feel. Well done 
on capturing such a mesmerizing moment. 

A Grade Highly Commended AO Beachcombing Treasures This image presents an intriguing array of natural and artificial objects artfully arranged against a black backdrop. The 
composition is striking, showcasing a harmonious blend of colors and textures that draw the eye. The vivid contrast between 
the vibrant items and the dark background enhances the visibility of each piece. The assortment includes shells, stones, 
insects, and fragments of sea glass, sparking curiosity and encouraging viewers to examine each element closely.
The image effectively captures various textures, from the sleek surfaces of the shells to the ruggedness of the stones and the 
fine details of the insects.The lighting is skillfully achieved, accentuating the intricacies and textures of each object while 
avoiding harsh shadows. Overall, this captivating and thoughtfully arranged piece invites viewers to explore and discover.

A Grade Highly Commended AO Guilding Light This is a captivating photo
 The contrast between the darkness of the cave and the light streaming in creates a dramatic effect. It highlights the textures 
and shapes of the cave walls beautifully. The way the light draws the eye towards the opening is effective. It creates a sense 
of depth and mystery, inviting viewers to imagine what lies beyond. The textures of the cave floor and walls are well-
captured, adding an element of realism and intrigue. The overall mood is mysterious , which is engaging and thought-
provoking.
Consider experimenting with different angles or capturing more of the light's effect on the cave's textures. Great work!

A Grade Highly Commended AO Hihi  The positioning of the bird is excellent, and the diagonal line of the branch adds a sense of energy to the image.
 The bird is sharply in focus, bringing out the intricate details of its feathers beautifully.The gentle bokeh effect provides a 
clean and pleasing backdrop, ensuring the bird remains the central focus.
 Consider slightly increasing the lighting on the bird to further enhance its details; this can be achieved through post-
processing techniques.  A slight boost in colors, particularly the yellow and white tones on the bird, could add more vibrancy 
to the image.
Overall, this is a captivating image that has great potential. A few adjustments could elevate its visual impact significantly.



A Grade Highly Commended AO Just A Stroll This is a beautifully captured image of a snail. 
The soft lighting creates a dramatic and mysterious effect, highlighting the snail's texture and shell pattern. It adds depth to 
the image.The focus on the snail is sharp, particularly on the shell, which draws attention to its intricate details. The use of 
negative space around the snail emphasizes the subject and adds a sense of isolation and calmness. The dark background 
contrasts nicely with the snail, enhancing the natural colors and adding an artistic touch.The texture of both the shell and the 
snail’s body is captured well, offering a tactile feel to the image.
Consider experimenting with different angles or lighting conditions to explore more creative possibilities. Overall, it's a 
striking and elegant image.

A Grade Highly Commended AO Ladybird on swan plant This macro photograph is impressive, showcasing fascinating details
 The focus on the ladybug and the plant's texture is superb, capturing intricate details that add visual interest. The lighting 
beautifully accentuates the textures, bringing depth to the image.The positioning of the ladybug effectively creates a focal 
point, successfully directing the viewer’s attention.
Suggestions for Improvement: Consider trying a shallower depth of field to blur the background further, which could 
enhance the spotlight on the ladybug.Tweaking the color balance to make the greens more vibrant may increase the contrast 
between the ladybug and the plant. If possible, simplify the background to reduce distractions from the main subject.
Overall, this image is vibrant and rich in detail. Keep exploring different angles and lighting for even more stunning results.

A Grade Highly Commended AO Midnight Scavenger It is a stunning image. The dark background truly emphasizes the animal, showcasing its intricate textures and details. The 
interplay between the foreground elements, particularly the leaves and branches, provides a warm, organic ambiance. The 
composition effectively directs the viewer's gaze to the animal's eyes, fostering a sense of depth and connection. It's a 
beautifully captured moment that exudes mystery and natural beauty. Excellent job!

A Grade Merit AO Provincial Downturn This image showcases a weathered wooden fence in front of a charming rustic building. 
The wood’s texture is beautifully portrayed, emphasizing its grain and aged appearance. This element adds character and a 
sense of history to the photograph. The earthy tones of the fence contrast nicely with the more vibrant hues of the building, 
creating a visually engaging effect. The subtle color variations in the background also contribute depth.
The composition is clean and straightforward, effectively highlighting the vertical lines of the fence. This simplicity directs the 
viewer’s gaze through the image. The overall ambiance is both rustic and nostalgic, potentially sparking curiosity about the 
location depicted.
To further enhance the mood or reveal additional details, consider experimenting with different angles or lighting. Well done 
in capturing the essence of this timeless, rustic scene!



A Grade Merit AO Urban Decay This image displays a beautifully textured surface of peeling paint, showcasing an intriguing mix of blue, yellow, and gray 
hues. 
 The detailing of the peeling paint is captured effectively, imparting a captivating, tactile quality to the image.
 The vibrant contrast between the blue and yellow shades draws attention, making the image visually compelling.
The composition possesses an abstract quality that encourages viewers to engage with it on a personal level.
Suggestions for Improvement:
1. Lighting: Aim for more uniform lighting to enhance the textures while avoiding harsh shadows or overly bright spots.
2.Composition: Try experimenting with various angles or cropping methods to see if they improve the overall composition or 
focal points.
3. Focus: Consider incorporating a slight depth of field effect to highlight certain areas more prominently while softening 
others, adding dimension to the image.

A Grade Highly Commended AO Wairaka Statue Whakatane This sunset scene is truly breathtaking, showcasing vibrant colors and a striking silhouette in the foreground. 
The mix of pinks, purples, and oranges in the sky is beautiful, creating a warm and tranquil atmosphere.  
The silhouette of the individual on the rock serves as a strong focal point, adding both scale and drama to the scene.   The 
sunset's colors reflecting on the water enhances the overall beauty and brings a sense of depth to the image.  
Suggestions for Improvement:
Consider increasing the contrast and sharpness slightly to make the silhouette stand out more and to add texture to the 
water.  Try cropping or adjusting the framing to position the silhouette in line with the rule of thirds; this may further refine 
the composition.  
Overall, this is an enchanting photo with significant visual appeal

A Grade Highly Commended AO Whale Island Ohope beach What a breathtaking beach scene.
The rich blue of the clouds stands out beautifully against the warm tones of the sunset, creating a dramatic and captivating 
visual effect. The horizon line is well-positioned, which emphasizes the stunning cloud formations and their vibrant colors. 
The scene conveys a sense of tranquility, coupled with a hint of tension from the impending storm, adding a dynamic quality 
to the atmosphere. The textures of the clouds and the gentle waves contribute depth and intrigue to the composition. To 
further enhance the mood, consider tweaking the saturation for a more vivid appearance, or try a longer exposure to create 
a smoother effect on the water.

A Grade Highly Commended AS Banksy was here This captivating night shot beautifully highlights a modern architectural structure. 
The framing is well-balanced, effectively showcasing the building's sweeping curves. The stark contrast between the 
illuminated interior and the dark exterior is particularly striking. The lighting is expertly used, accentuating the textures and 
materials in the building's design. The way the lights are captured adds significant depth to the image. The image is sharp, 
with clear visibility of details within the building, which enriches the overall composition. The photograph conveys a sense of 
modernity and sophistication, making the location feel both inviting and intriguing.

To further enhance the shot, you might explore different angles. Overall, this is a beautifully executed architectural 
photograph!



A Grade Honours AS Beware the Outhouse Fly This image offers an impressive close-up view of a fly. 
The fly is perfectly centered, establishing it as the main focal point, which serves this study well.
 The lighting enhances the textures and features of the fly, particularly the wings and body segments, imparting a sense of 
depth. A black background effectively sets the subject apart, accentuating the fly's intricate details. Remarkable clarity is 
evident in the legs, wings, and eyes, allowing for a deeper appreciation of the fly’s anatomy.

To enhance the image further, you might experiment with different angles or lighting arrangements to explore how they 
affect the mood or emphasis. Overall, this is an impressive and skillfully executed macro photograph

A Grade Highly Commended AS Blue Hour on the Thames This breathtaking night shot features Tower Bridge  and Thge Shard in London.
 The framing is superb, effectively showcasing both the iconic Tower Bridge and The Shard. The reflections in the water add 
an engaging depth to the image. The contrast between the illuminated structure of the bridge and the deepening twilight sky 
is striking. The lighting beautifully emphasizes the architectural details. The rich blues of the sky complement the warm lights 
emanating from the buildings, creating a lively and inviting atmosphere. The image is crisp and rich in detail, particularly in 
the structures and their reflections.
Overall, this photograph brilliantly captures the spirit of London at night and presents its landmarks with striking clarity. 
Excellent work!

A Grade Highly Commended AS Busan at night The diverse colors of the lights on the bridge beautifully contrast with the dark backdrop, adding depth and intrigue to the 
scene.The graceful S-curve of the bridge guides the viewer’s eye through the image, instilling a sense of dynamic movement. 
The reflections in the water enhance the visual charm of the photo, contributing to a sense of symmetry and balance.The 
image is sharp and clear, effectively capturing the intricate details of the lights and the bridge's structure.
Suggestions for improvement
 Experimenting with long exposure could reveal more details in the scene and enhance the overall impact.
Incorporating a bit more of the surrounding environment might provide context and enrich the composition.
Overall, this is a beautifully executed night photograph!

A Grade Merit AS Cave of the Giants This photo beautifully showcases the captivating allure of a cave 
 lighting does a great job of highlighting the formations.  To avoid blurriness, ensure your camera remains stable during the 
shot. A tripod can be particularly beneficial in low-light conditions.The existing composition is effective, striking a nice 
balance between dark and illuminated areas. Experimenting with various angles might add even more depth to your image. 
In post-processing, consider slightly boosting the contrast and adjusting the saturation to enhance the textures and colors 
within the cave. If possible, opt for a lower ISO to minimize noise and graininess, then adjust your exposure settings to 
compensate.
Overall, this is a striking image with a strong sense of mystery and depth

A Grade Honours AS Comet Atlas over North Mole This breathtaking image features a comet blazing across a star-filled night sky over a tranquil ocean. 
The comet is strikingly depicted, showcasing a vivid tail that injects energy into the scene. The well-defined stars enhance the 
celestial ambiance. The rocky shoreline serves as a strong foundation, grounding the image and adding depth. The contrast 
between the dark foreground and the luminous sky is visually striking. The red light on the left serves as an intriguing focal 
point, creating balance within the composition. It contrasts beautifully with the cool hues of the night sky.
The image conveys a sense of wonder and tranquility, perfectly capturing the essence of a night sky.
 This is a captivating and expertly crafted photograph!



A Grade Honours AS Comet C2025 G3 Atlas with Venus reflection What a breathtaking image. The blend of the comet, starry sky, and twilight horizon creates a truly enchanting scene. The 
gentle reflections on the water add a calming element
The arrangement of the comet alongside the bright celestial object forms a compelling focal point. The horizon line 
effectively divides the image, allowing the sky and sea to harmonize beautifully. The transition from deep blue to warm 
orange is striking and expertly captured, lending depth and a serene atmosphere. The use of long exposure has beautifully 
smoothed the water, enhancing the graceful quality of the scene.                                                                                                                    
To explore further enhancements, you might consider trying different exposure settings to see how they affect the light trails 
and visibility of the stars.
Overall, this is a captivating shot that wonderfully showcases the wonder of the night sky.

A Grade Highly Commended AS Copperware This is a captivating and imaginative work! The use of coins to adorn the mannequin creates a stunning texture and adds a 
captivating metallic luster. The contrast between the shimmering coins and the dark mannequin enhances the visual appeal, 
highlighting its shape and form. The natural backdrop beautifully complements the piece, cultivating a rustic and earthy vibe. 
It’s an intriguing fusion of artistry and materiality. Great job!

A Grade Honours AS Crimson Nightfall This image is stunning
 The vibrant reds and pinks in the sky create a dramatic and captivating effect, likely enhanced by aurora activity. It's visually 
striking and captures attention. The composition is well-balanced, with the cliffs on the right adding depth and interest to the 
scene. The open space on the left allows the colorful sky to be the focal point. The lighting highlights the texture of the cliffs 
beautifully, adding a nice contrast to the dark foreground and sky. The stars are clearly visible, adding an element of wonder 
and enhancing the nightscape. The balance between the sky and the landscape is well done.
Considerations:
 If you've processed the image, the colors are well-enhanced without appearing overly artificial. Make sure to maintain a 
natural look. Please make sure the horizen is straight. 
Overall, it's a breathtaking image that captures the beauty of the night sky and landscape wonderfully!

A Grade Accepted AS Durie Hill Tower  The low light contributes to a mysterious and atmospheric ambiance. You might want to experiment with the exposure 
settings to reveal more details if necessary. The tower is well-placed, providing a strong vertical focal point. The surrounding 
trees offer balance and context to the scene. Make sure the tower is in sharp focus, as it’s the main subject. Utilizing a tripod 
could help achieve stability in these low-light conditions. The contrast between the dark sky and the illuminated tower is 
good. You could enhance this further in post-processing for greater visual impact. The light at the base of the tower 
introduces an additional point of interest. Consider how varying lighting angles might change the shot.
Additionally, please remember to apply perspective correction during the editing process.

A Grade Highly Commended AS Explotion of light at New Year This fireworks image is lively and full of energy.  
 The combination of blue and white creates a stunning contrast with the dark night sky, making the fireworks truly stand out. 
The arrangement of the fireworks throughout the image guides the viewer's gaze and enhances the sense of depth and 
festivity. The fine details in the firework bursts are exquisitely captured, showcasing their delicate yet explosive character.  
The overall atmosphere is vibrant and thrilling, perfectly embodying the spirit of celebration.Incorporating an interesting 
foreground cityscape of landscape could further enhance the depth of this image.



A Grade Highly Commended AS Fast Moving Nurseryweb Spider This close-up shot of a spider is fantastic
The sharp focus on the spider highlights intricate features such as its eyes and the texture of its legs, enhancing the image's 
appeal. The dark, soft background effectively emphasizes the spider, allowing it to take center stage without any distractions. 
The diagonal lines of the leaf introduce a sense of movement, guiding the viewer’s gaze throughout the image. The lighting is 
well-executed, accentuating the spider while preserving natural shadows that add depth.
Overall, this is an exceptional macro photograph that captures the beauty of the spider. Well done!

A Grade Merit AS Keeping Warm The emphasis on the flames and glowing embers creates a warm and dynamic arrangement, with bright, vivid colors that 
naturally draw the viewer’s attention.  The stark contrast between the dark background and the brilliant flames amplifies the 
fire's intensity. The intricate details of the wood and the fluidity of the flames are beautifully captured, adding depth and 
richness to the image. The overall feel is cozy and inviting, reminiscent of the comforting ambiance of a warm fire.  
In summary, this image effectively conveys the warmth and energy of a fire.

A Grade Honours AS Large brown vagrant spider This is a great close-up shot of a spider in its natural habitat. 
The spider is in sharp focus, which is excellent for capturing details. The texture of its legs and body is clearly visible.
The lighting is well-balanced, highlighting the spider without washing out the surrounding environment. The natural setting 
with leaves and twigs adds to the composition, giving it a realistic and earthy feel. The earthy tones complement the spider's 
natural colors, enhancing the overall aesthetic.
Consider experimenting with different angles or depths of field to add variety to your shots. Well done!

A Grade Highly Commended AS Lights left on to guide our Heroes Home This image showcases a contemporary architectural structure that employs striking lighting and design features. 
The upper level is adorned with purple lighting, which creates a modern and welcoming atmosphere. This illumination 
accentuates the architectural details and adds dimension to the photograph. The symmetrical arrangement of the windows 
and the alignment of interior elements contribute to a harmonious visual balance. The lower windows boast stained glass 
artwork that introduces vibrant colors and visual intrigue, potentially carrying symbolic or commemorative meaning. The 
transparent glass windows provide a clear view of the interior, enticing viewers to visually explore the space.The stark 
contrast between the brightly lit interior and the darker exterior effectively showcases the building’s architectural features.
Overall, this photograph beautifully captures the structure's architecture and design elements, making it a visually 
captivating piece.

A Grade Honours AS Lurking with Intent This close-up shot of a spider is fantastic.
 The image reveals impressive fine details, such as the spider's eyes and the fine hairs on its legs.The focus is skillfully done, 
bringing out the spider's face while slightly blurring the background, which directs attention to the main subject.
The lighting is excellent, illuminating the spider's colors and textures without any areas appearing overexposed.
 The composition is visually appealing, with the spider centered yet dynamically angled, adding an element of interest to the 
photograph.
Overall, it's an outstanding macro shot that beautifully highlights the spider's intricate features!

A Grade Highly Commended AS Night Sky This is a great photo of the night sky beautifully showcases the Milky Way.   
The silhouette of the trees adds depth and intrigue, anchoring the celestial scene. The stars appear sharp, and the details of 
the Milky Way, including its dust lanes and bright clusters, are impressively captured.  The exposure is well-balanced, 
allowing the stars and the Milky Way to glow without any overexposure. Consider experimenting with varying exposure 
times and settings to unveil even more details, or include additional foreground elements to introduce more variety.  
Overall, great job capturing the mesmerizing beauty of the night sky.



A Grade Highly Commended AS Nightmare from the Ridge This image exudes a lively and dynamic energy, featuring bold, contrasting colors that evoke a sense of movement. The 
blurring and overlapping elements contribute to a mysterious, abstract aesthetic. The bright lights and warm hues capture 
attention and foster an energetic ambiance. 
If you're delving into abstract photography, this piece serves as an excellent illustration of how color and blur can convey 
mood and emotion. Consider trying out various angles or lighting conditions to explore their impact on the composition. 
Well done!

A Grade Highly Commended AS Nor the Moon by Night This image showcases a striking sky with a moody and somewhat haunting ambiance. The dense, dark clouds create a vivid 
contrast against the illuminated area where the moon breaks through.
The off-center positioning of the light source adds visual interest and guides the viewer's gaze through the scene. The 
silhouetted trees at the bottom elegantly frame the composition. The interplay of light and shadow is mesmerizing, 
amplifying the mysterious vibe. If you wish to emphasize the clouds further, consider slightly boosting the contrast.
The image effectively conveys a powerful sense of atmosphere, reminiscent of a narrative waiting to unfold.
To enhance the image further, you might explore post-processing techniques to reveal more detail in the clouds or to 
intensify the color tones for a more dramatic effect.
Overall, it’s a beautifully atmospheric photograph!

A Grade Highly Commended AS Parliament After Dark This is a stunning night photograph.
The way the tree trunks frame the scene creates a natural vignette, effectively directing the viewer's gaze toward the 
building. This technique adds depth and an element of intrigue.The artificial lighting beautifully accentuates the architectural 
features of the building. The interplay between the illuminated sections and the shadows enhances the overall mood. The 
sharp focus captures the building's intricate details beautifully. The blurred foliage in the foreground introduces an appealing 
texture. The image strikes a lovely balance between the man-made and natural elements, thanks to the tree framing and the 
architectural lines of the building.
It’s a well-composed and skillfully executed shot.

A Grade Honours AS Reflections of Solace This night photograph is truly captivating. The sculpture in the foreground brings depth and intrigue, contrasting beautifully 
with the city's vibrant lights. The reflection of those lights on the water is skillfully captured, introducing a dynamic and 
colorful aspect to the scene. The image is sharp, with well-defined details in both the buildings and their reflections, which 
enhances overall clarity. The combination of artificial light in the nighttime setting fosters a serene yet energetic ambiance. 
To take it to the next level, consider experimenting with various angles or incorporating more of the sculpture to tell 
different visual stories. Excellent job!

A Grade Honours AS Rockstar Display of Light This photo is absolutely breathtaking!  
The positioning of the rock formation is fantastic, serving as a powerful focal point set against the night sky. The vivid red 
and dark hues in the sky contribute to a dramatic and mesmerizing ambiance. The contrast between the illuminated rock and 
the shadowy background truly showcases the scene's natural beauty. The stars sprinkled across the sky add depth and an 
element of wonder to the image. The overall vibe is both mystical and otherworldly, which is enchanting. 
You might explore different exposures or angles to capture various interpretations of this stunning scene. Well done!



A Grade Highly Commended AS Separate Silhouettes This image is both intriguing and artistic! The silhouettes of individuals set against the vibrant, illuminated mushroom 
sculptures create a striking contrast. The lighting enhances a sense of mystery and whimsy, beautifully highlighting the 
shapes and colors. You've frozen a moment that feels simultaneously playful and surreal. Excellent job on the composition 
and mood!

A Grade Honours AS Stars and comet aline This image is truly breathtaking. The silhouette of the hill against the starlit sky creates a dramatic and enchanting scene, 
with the harmony between land and sky being particularly striking. The clarity of the stars and the Milky Way is remarkable, 
imparting a sense of depth and wonder to the composition. The gentle glow on the horizon and the reflections on the water 
beautifully complement the scene without overshadowing the brilliance of the stars. 
The focus is sharp and clear, enhancing the overall atmosphere, which is both serene and awe-inspiring—perfectly capturing 
the beauty of the night sky. 
Consider experimenting with various exposures or editing techniques to accentuate specific features or bring out more 
colors in the sky. Fantastic job!

A Grade Merit AS Tropical blossoms This stunning image showcases delicate white flowers set against a black backdrop. 
The dark background effectively highlights the flowers, accentuating their soft colors and intricate textures.  
The downward cascading arrangement is visually appealing and guides the viewer's gaze through the composition.  
The lighting is well-executed, emphasizing the petals and adding depth to the overall image.  
The sharp focus on the flowers captures exquisite details, enhancing the overall effect.  

A Grade Merit AS Victoria House The image of "Victoria House," bathed in a striking red light, creates a dramatic and captivating effect. The bold hue adds a 
sense of mystery and enhances the building's architectural features, such as the windows and entrance. 
The emphasis on these elements is effective, but you might want to consider capturing a wider shot to offer more context or 
symmetry, depending on the narrative you wish to convey. The contrast between the dark background and the vivid red 
highlights is particularly striking, so ensure there's enough differentiation to retain detail, especially in the shadowed areas.
Overall, the photo delivers a powerful visual impression. It could be fascinating to explore how different angles might alter 
the perception of the building.

A Grade Highly Commended AS Wellington Founding Fathers and Mothers This striking black and white photograph showcases a cemetery in the foreground, framed by a city skyline in the 
background. The contrast between the weathered gravestones and contemporary buildings creates a captivating a unique  
character of the citscape. The nighttime setting, illuminated by the moon, lends a mysterious and reflective ambiance. The 
balance of shadows and highlights enhances the overall mood.The composition effectively guides the viewer's gaze from the 
gravestones toward the city, while the branches of the trees overhead add depth and texture. The choice of black and white 
accentuates the intricate details of both the gravestones and the buildings, contributing to a timeless quality that resonates 
with the theme.
The interplay of moonlight and city lights creates a striking contrast, bringing attention to details in both the foreground and 
background. Overall, this is a beautifully composed and evocative image! If you're eager to experiment further, consider 
trying different angles or incorporating more of the sky to see how it alters the overall dynamic.

B Grade Merit BO Boat at Rest What a beautiful photo! The composition is nicely balanced, with the boat perfectly placed within the frame. The reflection 
in the water enhances the artistic quality and adds depth to the image. The vibrant colors of the boat contrast beautifully 
with the softer tones of the water and dock, creating an appealing visual dynamic. 
You might want to try different angles or crop in a bit to highlight the boat even more if you're looking to draw attention to 
it. Overall, it’s a serene and well-captured moment!



B Grade Merit BO Mangaweka rail tunnel This image has a captivating, mysterious feel to it.The tunnel establishes a powerful sense of perspective, guiding the 
viewer’s gaze toward the light at the far end. The texture of the bricks and the uneven ground provide depth and intrigue. 
The stark contrast between the dark interior and the bright exit accentuates the passage. To further enhance the 
atmosphere, consider experimenting with lighting and shadows or adjusting the contrast to bring out more details. Excellent 
job capturing a moment that sparks exploration and curiosity!

B Grade Merit BO Party's Over What a delightful photograph! 
The focus on the child is superb, and the inclusion of the natural surroundings enhances the scene beautifully. The purple 
hues in the child's sweater and skirt are stunning and harmonize wonderfully with the backdrop. 
The candid expression adds a charming character to the image. However, the background feels a bit cluttered, which can 
divert attention from the main subject. A slight blur to the background, perhaps using a bokeh effect, could help draw the 
eye more toward the child. 
The natural lighting is well-executed, providing a soft and inviting ambiance to the photo. 
Overall, it’s a captivating shot full of personality!

B Grade Highly Commended BO White-Faced Heron (Matuku Moana) This is a stunning photograph of a bird by the water. The bird is perfectly positioned within the frame, creating a sense of 
balance and emphasis. The water in the background beautifully complements the subject. The soft lighting enhances the 
bird's plumage and intricate details without casting harsh shadows, while the light reflecting off the water contributes to a 
tranquil atmosphere.The bird is sharply in focus, capturing the texture of its feathers with impressive clarity. The slightly 
blurred background effectively draws attention to the bird. The muted color palette is natural and visually appealing, 
showcasing a subtle contrast between the bird's hues and the water backdrop.
To further enhance this image, consider exploring different angles or times of day for varied lighting effects. You've done an 
excellent job capturing this moment!

B Grade Highly Commended BS Alleyway This enchanting photo captures an alleyway bathed in warm light from string lights, creating an inviting atmosphere that 
draws the viewer in. The lighting skillfully leads the eye through the scene. 
The narrow vertical framing accentuates the alley's length, enhancing the sense of perspective and intrigue regarding its 
destination. The intricate details on the walls and pavement introduce texture, infusing the image with character and mood. 
A harmonious balance between deep shadows and bright areas showcases the essential elements of the scene. 
Experimenting with various angles or focal points could add even more depth and variety. Overall, this is a beautifully 
atmospheric shot.

B Grade Merit BS Aurora over Pukaki This is a stunning image of the aurora! The vibrant greens paired with delicate reds offer a striking contrast against the dark 
sky. The twinkling stars add an enchanting touch, amplifying the feeling of wonder and infinity. The silhouette of the 
mountains beautifully frames the scene, adding depth. The composition and color balance are excellent. I recommend 
setting your lens to manual focus mode, as auto focus can struggle in the dark. Turn on live view on the your camera and 
zoom in on a bright star.  Slowly adjust the focus ring on your lens, moving back and forth until the star appears as a small, 
sharp dot, not a blurry cicle. Take a test shot and check the focus on your camers's LCD screen, zooming in to ensure the 
stars are sharp. Additionally, experimenting with exposure settings could yield different effects. Overall, it’s a good capture!



B Grade Acceptance BS duncan pavvilion The off-center placement of the building draws the eye and adds interest. You might explore capturing a bit more of the 
surroundings if possible, to provide context, but the minimal approach works well here.If you want to enhance details, 
consider increasing exposure slightly or using post-processing to bring out subtle textures without losing the nighttime 
ambiance.Night shots can often introduce noise. If you notice any, adjusting the ISO settings or using noise reduction in 
editing software can help.

B Grade Merit BS Fishing in the Dark This is a captivating nighttime photograph of people fishing by the water. The reflections of city lights on the water create a 
beautiful and colorful effect, adding depth and interest to the scene. The contrast between the brightly lit background and 
the silhouettes in the foreground is striking and adds a sense of tranquility.
To enhance the image further, you might consider:
Slightly increasing the brightness or contrast could bring out more details in the shadows without losing the nighttime 
ambiance. Cropping or repositioning to focus more on the reflections might emphasize the vibrant colors on the water.
Consider experimenting with different angles to capture more of the cityscape or water surface.
Overall, it's a serene and engaging photograph

B Grade Merit BS Milky Way The way the Milky Way stretches across the image creates a dynamic and captivating scene. It shows depth and the vastness 
of space beautifully.The exposure seems well-balanced, capturing both the bright stars and the darker regions of the galaxy. 
If you're looking to enhance it further, consider experimenting with longer exposures to bring out more details in the dust 
lanes. I recommend setting your lens to manual focus mode, as auto focus can struggle in the dark. Turn on live view on the 
your camera and zoom in on a bright star.  Slowly adjust the focus ring on your lens, moving back and forth until the star 
appears as a small, sharp dot, not a blurry cicle. Take a test shot and check the focus on your camers's LCD screen, zooming 
in to ensure the stars are sharp.

B Grade Merit BS racing down town This night scene photograph is fantastic
The leading lines created by the canopy and the building effectively draw the viewer's eye down the street, while the cyclists 
contribute a sense of dynamism and intrigue.  The lighting beautifully evokes the atmosphere, striking a balance between 
cozy and slightly mysterious. The illuminated signs and windows provide captivating focal points.  
The exposure is impressively managed for a night shot, with a great equilibrium between highlights and shadows.  
The textures of the pavement and the intricate architectural features are well-captured.  
To emphasize the cyclists' movement, consider using a slightly slower shutter speed to introduce motion blur.  
Overall, this is a compelling street scene brimming with character!

B Grade Highly Commended BS Ridgeway Chambers This image wonderfully showcases a building illuminated at night, emanating a warm and welcoming glow. The exterior 
lighting is evenly distributed, accentuating its architectural details and creating an inviting atmosphere. The inclusion of the 
tree adds an intriguing element and depth to the composition, while the chosen angle offers a pleasing perspective. The 
sharpness of the image allows for a clear appreciation of the building's design.  All in all, it's a beautifully composed and 
inviting image!



B Grade Merit BS Spirits of Ice and Shadow This image possesses a mesmerizing abstract quality, showcasing a rich interplay of reflections and textures. The black-and-
white contrast amplifies its complexity, accentuating subtle details and producing a visually captivating effect. It conveys a 
sense of fluidity and movement, evoking feelings that are both intriguing and contemplative.
To enhance the piece further:
- Increasing sharpness in select areas could introduce depth and draw attention to specific intricacies.
- Exploring different lighting angles might yield new reflections and enrich the textural variety.
- Cropping to focus on certain patterns or shapes could create a more dynamic composition.
Iit's a striking work that encourages viewers to delve into its abstract forms.

B Grade Merit BS The Common This image beautifully depicts a welcoming outdoor scene at night. The warm glow from the food stall stands out against the 
dark sky, fostering a cozy and inviting ambiance. Consider slightly increasing the exposure to reveal more details in the 
shadowed areas. The mural on the building introduces an artistic element that draws the viewer's attention, while the 
symmetrical arrangement of the seating area with umbrellas adds balance to the overall composition. The presence of dark 
clouds lends a dramatic flair to the scene. The overall atmosphere is calm and serene, beautifully complemented by the soft 
lighting.

Suggestions: To further enhance the image, try experimenting with different angles to capture more of the mural or to 
emphasize the stark contrast between light and shadow. Overall, this is a wonderfully captured scene that exudes a peaceful 
nighttime vibe!

B Grade Merit BS The Dark Side This is a image of a palm tree taken from a low angle, with a dramatic black background. The purple and blue hues give the 
scene a surreal, nighttime vibe. The lighting highlights the texture of the trunk and the fronds, adding depth and interest. 
Suggestions: The contrast between the dark background and the illuminated tree is strong, which effectively makes the tree 
stand out. You might consider adjusting the brightness slightly to bring out more detail in the shadows of the fronds. The 
upward angle creates a dynamic perspective. If you want more emphasis on the height, consider including more of the trunk 
in the frame. The purple and blue tones are visually striking. If you want to experiment, try adjusting the color balance to see 
how different tones affect the mood.
Overall, it’s a visually captivating image with a unique atmosphere!

B Grade Merit BS Through the Beer glass This image has a fascinating abstract quality, resembling a vortex or a portal with vivid colors. The blend of purples, blues, 
and yellows creates a dynamic visual effect, drawing the viewer's eye towards the center. The light trails give a sense of 
motion and depth, adding intrigue and mystery. 
To enhance this type of image, you might consider experimenting with different exposure times or camera movements to 
see how they affect the light patterns. Overall, it's a captivating and imaginative piece!

B Grade Merit BS Unbroken tension This image possesses a compelling and abstract essence. It skillfully showcases intricate textures and details, making it 
visually captivating. The lighting accentuates the different facets and contours, enhancing depth and intrigue. The close-up 
framing fosters a sense of mystery, encouraging viewers to engage with and interpret the artwork. The interplay of light and 
shadow creates a dramatic effect, highlighting the textures effectively. 
Suggestions for Enhancement:
Incorporating subtle color could introduce an additional layer of complexity, depending on your artistic intent. 
Overall, this is a captivating piece with a strong abstract appeal!


