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A Grade

AO A Wild Swell

Accepted

You have captured the thundering breakers well, with the water rushing back down to form and undertow. | can imagine the thunderous noise. The
background shows some of the massive earth movements from the past, and that leads me to think you have two potential images here - one
concentrating on the thundering waves and the other oin the landforms. Go through the images you made that day and I'm sure you'll produce two
satisfying images for future competitions.

A Grade

AO Galloping Along

Accepted

I'm no horsy-person but | believe the rider is well positioned on the horse. And its legs and slightly blurred tail emphasise the forward movement.
The blurred background reinforces the sharpness of the main subject. You've conveyed the care and attention needed to prepare for eventing,
along with the nervousness and tension that go with it.

A Grade

AO Riverside Rain Runners

Accepted

The subject matter is well spotted and the ICM has worked well. The runners, particularly the one in yellow/orange, might benefit from a boost in
colour and contrast. You might crop a little to take out the grey strip on the left, the fuzzy area lower right, and a little of the sky. You have the
basis of a good image and it is worth working on. There's a real skill in spotting a photo, and you've found one here.

A Grade

AO Spare Parts

Accepted

There's an interesting collection of parts, hopefully not from the photographer's own garage. | keep returning to the small red area at the foot of
the photo, and | wonder if you might crop this out, leaving just the one red cable top left. Also experiment with the dimensions; would a square
format work here?

A Grade |AO Tui Highly commended |You have made a very pleasing image with accurate colour tones and a very sharp eye. I'm drawn to the small white areea on the bird's head.
Perhaps it's meant to be there, perhaps not, but either way you might consider taking it out. You have come very close to an Honours award, and |
particularly like the colour link between the bird and the background.

A Grade |AO What are you looking at Highly commended |[Aptly titled (but please add the question mark), leading the viewer to unravel the story. There's no way the food, nicely coloured, is going to be

given away. Well cropped to concentratre our attention on the subject, and | like the colour link between the food and the animal..

A Grade |AS Begonia Merit The begonia is well portrayed, with good sharpness in the main area of interest. Perhaps crop, or otherwise remove, the white area at the top. You
have conveyed to me the beauty of nature. Initially | thoiugh the orange area at lower left took me away from the centre of interest, but it sets up a
compositional link from lower left, through the centre and towards top right.

A Grade |AS Birds Nest Fungi Merit You have put a lot of effort into making this image. My eye wanders happily around the five fungi. There's not complete sharpness and perhaps

there should be. The white framing helps to highlight the lighter areas in the fungi.

A Grade

AS Bloodsuckers times two

Highly commended

The insects are beautifully sharp and admirably placed, and the limited colour range works well. My only regret is the emptyish area in the centre.
What a shame the bloodsuckers were not just a little closer, but we sometimes have to accept what we are given!

A Grade

AS Candy Apple Red

Highly commended

The main subject takes centre stage with the material at lower left in a supporting role. The red-green combination works well. | know the white
areas are part of the plant but they hold my attention more than | would like. You might look at a small crop at the top, but that's me quibbling.

A Grade |AS Centre of Attention Honours Well titled, this image has the mark of craftmanship. The complementary tones work well, and | particulaly like the varying shades in the outer part
of the image. Having the main subject slightly off-centre works well. | have no suggestions to make - this is lovely!

A Grade |AS Cinnabar Moth Caterpillar on Ragwort |Accepted There's a lot going on in this image and the lighting conditions made it difficult for you. The bits and pieces of ragwort make it hard to concentrate
on the caterpillar - and then that contrast hits us. Well done in achieving sharp focus.

A Grade |AS Collection Merit A lovely photo of a lovely collection. The colours are vibrant and you've done well to present the shelves straight and parallel. There's potential for
a macro venture into some of the detail that is just wanting to be photographed! Then you'd really be in a tiny world!

A Grade |AS Delicate Honours The fungus is standing, poised like a ballet star surrounded by a band of admirers. | love the limited tonal range. Well presented - an image to be
proud of, one in which the title and image feed off each other.

A Grade |AS Droplet Honours | read the title, and at first thought | was looking at the wrong image. But there, working as a magnifying glass, is the droplet. Beautifully composed,

with a lovely background tone to add contrast to the subject.




A Grade

AS Garden Snail

Highly commended

You've taken on a difficult assignment here - and succeeded. Not evrything is sharp - that's asking too much with a subject like this - but you've
given us a glimpse into the tiny world and perhaps issued a challenge to the rest of us to emulate.

A Grade

AS Gentle Helebore

Honours

Gentle, yes, and fragile. I'm immediately taken by the beautifully soft pastel tones, with just a hiint of green, and by the tiny but all-important
sharply-defined area to the right of centre. The square format fits the subject well, and I'd love to see it matted and framed in a place of
importance.

A Grade

AS Green Shield Bugs Hatching

Highly commended

The photographer has worked hard to record these images and create a triptych that portrays material that most of us have never seen. It adds to
our experience of the world and to our amazement. The dominance of the central image over the other two concerns me a little but this is an image
that few of us could begin to emulate.

A Grade

AS In the eye of a rabbit

Honours

Two aspects of this image captivate me: first the eye, sharply portrayed and showing its amazing structure, and then the surrounding area with its
wave upon wave moving in different directions. The wonder of nature is clearly displayed.

A Grade

AS Lewisia flower 2cc

Highly commended

This image has a dreamlike colour range that attracts me. Initially | was searching for something sharp and well-defined, but I think the softness
works well. It's not pure nature, but perhaps it helps us to dream about nature. The square format works well here.

A Grade

AS Manuka

Merit

The square format suits this image, and | like the top-left to bottom-right composition. The beautiful and awe-inspiring structure of the flower is
well portrayed. You have shown what is there when we examine the tiny world.

A Grade

AS Mating Cerodontha Flies

Highly commended

Congratulations to the photographer for just being able to capture these flies in an intimate moment. The image is well framed, the composition is
pleasing with its three divergent lines, and my imperfect eyesight sees an overall if incomplete sharpness. The non-detailed background, even if a
little bright, helps focus our attention on the flies.

A Grade

AS Midge (Chironomus zealandicus )

Accepted

The image is well captured, with overall sharpness. The composition is pleasing. The background tones bring about some difficulty. For example,
the fore and central legs show well against the background, but the hind leg is lost, and the body of the midge, although well defined (I like the
green tones in the thorax), becomes lost against the dark background. That feathered head is fascinating!

A Grade

AS Oxalis flower 1cc

Merit

This is an attrractive image, well-exposed against the dark background. | like the creamy edges along the petals, and the intricate structure at the
centre is well shown. My attention is slightly drawn away by the "bits and pieces" behind the flower, particularly the small one mid-left. The out-of-
focus stems are essential but given a minor role. This is an image to enjoy.

A Grade

AS Raindrops on Iris

Accepted

The pastel blue is attractive and | enjoyed wandering around the image, hunting out the raindrops. | found the yellow area took me away from the
main subject matter. | suggest working on a an alternative composition that concentrates on the top portion of the image, perhaps square, perhaps
even 16 x 9. The hazy area top left attracts me. Placing the white border round the image has worked well.

A Grade

AS Seedhead

Honours

This image admirably displays the wonder of nature, there to see but so often ignored. The seedhead is sharp and well exposed and the background
focuses our attention on the subject. | toyed with the idea of a square format - perhaps, but probably not.

A Grade

AS Shipwreck

Accepted

Rusting shipwrecks (am | assuming correctly?) offer much to the photographer as nature takes over. To my mind there are two photos here, one to
the left, with almost a paua shell appearance, and the other to the right, with the rivets dominant. | suggest a square format, centred on the rivets,
as a possibility. | loved the range of colours shown here.

A Grade

AS Sow Thistle Seed Head

Honours

Here the wonder of nature is superbly displayed. The background places attention on the subject which is displayed in all its glory. The almost
square format is appropriate. | wondered about bringing it into square, but no, | have no recommendations to make. Well done.

A Grade

AS Sow Thistle Sepal

Highly commended

The title suggests a photographer with biological knowledge, and this is balanced by strong photographic skill. The image is beautifully sharp and
given prominence by the dark background. Two prominent lines, one vertical and the other horizontal, take my attention - and photographically I'm
not sure that they should. | like the suggestion of ballet-like movement, especially the dip-down and the dip-up on the left and right.




A Grade |AS Speckled Accepted An interesting title directs my attention to the image. My immediate suggestion is to look at cropping to A4 or similar format to eliminate material
on the left and right which lacks content. Perhaps the background could be darkened a little or the contrast increased. The two large drops demand
attention and have me wishing there was a third one as well. The image is a good starting point with potential.

A Grade |AS Stamen and Pistil Honours This image has immediate appeal. The scientist might take issue with the slightly loss-of-focus in the white area, but we are photographers and that
takes precedence. The green-red contrast works extremely well and the white area (please ignore my lack of biological expertise) takes a well
placed supporting role. Excellent!

A Grade |AS Usnea and Ramalina Lichen Accepted This image to me succeeds at a scientific level more than it does photographically. I'm left with an "OK, ho-hum" feeling but the image stands out
from the background and is sharp throughout.

A Grade |AS Wild Verbena Accepted I'm not sure that this image meets the "tiny world" prescription but I like the composition, the colour tones and the blurred background. 1'd like to
see an image that concentrates on the detail in the flowers that is waiting to be discovered.

B Grade |BO A Dismal Day in Auckland Merit Well done for taking the opportunity to photograph through the windscreen. | hope you weren't the driver. There is considerable potential for this
type of photography which can produce distortion such as you have given me. Experiment with titles that puzzle or captivate the viewer. In this
instance, would "LHH101" force the viewer to become intensely involved the photo?

B Grade |BO Highlighted wine Honours This image has me looking, looking, and wanting to return. You have put time and effort into this work, giving you a quality image. | wondered
about a small amount of cropping from the top, giving you an A4 format, and | detected the need to bring the subject into vertical. But | quibble!

B Grade |BO Old Time Radio Merit The gentleman forces us to look at the exhibited radios -we have no choice. His folded arms suggest that he's there for a time and will examine the
whole exhibition. There's just a suggestion of pastiness in the gentleman; is there a need for a little more detail? But | loved the hat!

B Grade |BS Bumblebee Accepted You have worked to put together an acceptable composition, placing the bee appropriately with the plant in a supporting role. | had difficulty
determining which was bee and which was plant, giving you something to work on in your next bumble bee encounter.

B Grade |BS Earina mucronata Accepted As presented to me the bottom of the frame is not showing, puzzling me a little. | think the image could be improved photographically if you
cropped quite severely to make a vertical format concentrating on the area just to the right of centre- or even a square format. This is the start of a
good image - so work on it!

B Grade |BS Little Orange Fungi Highly commended |l was immediately set on "Honours" but - and | know you're not mean to use "but" when judging, but | spotted some issues that you could work on.
Just two - the white line at the bottom and the tiny circle above the fungi. Some ould quibble at the light area top left, So close to Honours, but...

B Grade |BS Maintaining Mattel's Standards Merit This image grew on me. Whatever was going to happen to the leg would to be painful, | thought. The image looks a bit junky, and you might crop it
on the left, perhaps taking out the towel rail. Perhaps not the "tiny" world, but near it. Well done for thinking through your project.

B Grade |BS Rata Vine in the Light Merit You've taken a risk in going for a 50-50 composition, but you've given me a good view of the vine. The half-leaf at the left and right edges work. You
might experiment by doing an A4 format that takes in just enough of the vine to include the three infected leaves and a little more - and taking out
the little twig between two leaves in the top row. A picture with potential.

B Grade |BS Shimmering Mallard Feathers Merit There is a wealth of information in this image which will bring memories to many viewers. | think you have the basis of a successful image, and you
might look at adding just a little punch (without blowing out the green area). At that point you could experiment with your cropping. A 16x9 format
based on the lower part of the image might work and, once you've found more detail in the upper part of the image, | think there are possibilities
waiting for you.

B Grade |BS Two spined spider at night Honours I'm immediately impressed by the quality of this image, fitting admirably into the tiny world. The square format works well, with the spider taking

centre spot. The thrown out-of-focus background, with its soft hues almost emulating the spider, works well. A lovely image.




B Grade

BS Two spined spider daytime

Merit

The square format suits this image well, and the spider has centre spot. My attention is drawn firstly to the vague brown area at the bottom and
secondly to three out-of-focus areas at the top and in the two lower corner areas. Taking out the white spot would help, removing the tendency for
the eye to wander away from the spider. You have the basis of a strong image - keep working on this aspect of your photography.




