
Image #1 Title Comments

AO A Strong City Presence For me the impact of this image is the use of light. The lights within the building, the one starburst light and the 

dramatic lighting in the sky I feel all work together to tell a strong narrative and keep the viewer engaged. I then find  

the composition clever using triangular elements within the image to echo the shape of the building-  the repeated 

red cars and blue signs, further  strengthen the narrative. For me the small hints of nature a little overpowered by the 

city presence add another layer (whether intended or not) to the image.  I feel the author also uses the title of the 

image to tie everything together. I find this a successful, well crafted image.

H

AO Changing I feel the strong colours and shapes draw the viewers eye to this image..and I enjoy the close crop into the building. I 

feel in simple architectural images like this to have everything lined up and symmetrical is important. Here the lines of 

the tin are leaning into the image at the top and don't line up with the edges of the picture. Working in post 

production with the aspect or transform tools, pulling the top corners out, could fix this for you. I enjoy the peep of 

grass at the bottom - could more of this be an interesting addition? ..and I feel the texutre of age on the tin also adds 

to the narrative.

M

AO Cicada Portrait It's all in the eye! I enjoy the way this image shows us something we can't see with the naked eye and I love the 

texture of this fellows eye. I do wonder whether the crop is a wee bit tight on the bottom but I feel the negative 

space on the top and right of the image is effective. I also find the one feeler sticking out a tad awkward, perhaps a 

slight shift of angle might have been worth experimenting with. I commend you on the quality of the details...to be 

able to see the fine hairs and structure is fabulous.
H

AO Derelict House In The Sunset Shooting at this time of day has given you a nice warm glow to the image. I did wonder about your choice of decisvie 

moment for this image. I notice the sheep behind the beautifully leaning pole and this catches at my eye…I wonder if 

waiting until he'd moved, might have formed less of a distraction. I enjoy the light coming through the house and I 

feel it helps take our eye to the house. For me the house feel just a little soft and maybe some more texture brought 

out could let us enjoy it's yummy dereliction a little more. I feel yoru panoramic slice crop for the image is spot on.

M

AO Flare For me the use of colour and shape has formed an interesting abstract image. I find the fittings in the ceiling a 

distraction and in this type of image cloning them out might have made for a cleaner, more minamalistic image. I 

enjoy the way you have played with this image and think your post processing techniques have been successful.

HC

AO Forgotten Times I enjoy the muted colour palette within this image. I am not sure the optimal crop has been reached. I find the bright 

sky at the top of the image forms a distraction as well as feeling a bit squeezed in, so perhaps more of it, or else none 

of it might have worked better compositionally. I also find the balance on the sides of the image different ... small 

details like having balanced sides just lift and give finishing touches to images. I enjoy the depth created through the 

image with the receding layers of the scene...and feel this matches in with your forgotten times theme.

M

AO In Loving Memory This image has a quiet and balanced feel to it. I enjoy your choice of background and subject matter. I do find the 

light catches on a few areas within the flowers and I wondered if you were deliberatley leading our eyes to these 

areas…the two buds, the petal on the RHside and one underside of a leaf. In my view those areas are just a little too 

bright. I feel your simple and central composition is strong and works beautifully for your narrative.

H

AO River meets sea Whakatane It is always nice to get up a little higher and have a different view of a place. I do notice the horizon in this landcape is 

sloping down on the left…it might be worth strightening it up. The blue roof across the bottom edge catches my eye 

as a distraction. I do enjoy the leading lines of the sandbank and road taking our eye through the image towards the 

opening to the sea. 
M

AO Towards Infinity Ohope Having people in the foreground of this image looking towards infinity has given us a nice link and feeling of 

perspective. The horizon is sloping slightly down to the left. There are also quite a few dustspots in the image in the 

water area of the image that detract from the quality of the image. This spot at sunrise would give you lovely colours 

in your sky.
A

AO Wanganui Opera House The lighting in the image has certainly given an immediate impact to the image and I love the almost golden pillars. 

My eye unfortunaely gets drawn to the small red rubbish skip on the Lhside of the image which is also caught in the 

light. Maybe you think opera is rubbish…is this a deliberate choice? For me cloning this out and darkening the sides of 

the image would allow us to enjoy the granduer of the stately old building and lift the image to the next level.

HC

AS  winter trees These trees without their leaves do indeed show a scene of winter.  There seems to be a wire in the middle of the 

image that ends in nothing...which makes me wonder if the image has had something cloned out or removed from it. 

For me the image also has a few distractions pulling at my eyes…these are elements that I wouldn't think of as 

intentional focal points - I notice the broken off branch on the bottom left third, the thin slice of green across the 

bottom middle edge, and the slice of very white sky central...apart from the bright sky cropping into the image to 

eliminate distractions could be used..also by cropping right into the image we would be able to focus on and enjoy 

the mix of grey and brown of the trees that for me are truly a lovely representation of winter.

A
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AS A sunny day in winter This looks like a real bluebird day and I enjoy the wintery blues of the sky against the bare trees. For me, 

unfortunately the fences, sheep, road and gate feature too prominently in the image and are the main focal point. In 

keeping with the terms of your definitions for this landscape competition, this leads me to drop the image down in 

terms of ranking.
A

AS Aoraki dawn This image makes me feel cold and wintery. It also highlights the best of New Zealand in winter in a very effective 

way. I feel your composition is successful with the pops of light on the thirds and I also appreciate your leading lines 

into the image.
H

AS Awe Inspiring What a beautiful winter scene you have captured here. It holds some gorgeous gems…the ice sheets and the 

reflection of the mountain in the water, the curve of the rocks leading us around the image and the feeling of 

perspective and depth all add to create a successful winter landscape.
H

AS Cool Serenity I really enjoy the inclusion of the islands in the lower part of this image and I enjoy seeing the shape of the landforms 

on the edge of the lake. I do feel a little more contrast throught the middle of the scene would give it a touch more 

zing. I also wondered if we need all of the sky..? For me a thin panoramic slice crop could suit the scene. I think your 

elevated point of view works beautifully giving us the feeling we are on a level with the mountains.

HC

AS Dusting at Castle Hill The snow always looks so beautiful when it's just a dusting …For me the rocks in the centre of the image feel too dark 

and it might be worth trying to lift your shadows in post production.  To me the image also feel like it is sloping down 

on the right but I do enjoy the choice of composition and letterbox slice.
HC

AS Frozen Reflections I find this image has all the attributes of a fabulous winter landscape and I love all your choices, the scene, the day, 

the composition, and the control of lighting. I couldn't suggest anything to imporve this image.
H

AS Landscape With Figures You have made some interesting choices for this image. The first one I notice is to have the landscape out of focus - I 

appreciate your creativity. I unfortunately find the lines the birds are sitting on are the dominant part of the image. 

..which for me drops the image right down in terms of award level. I do enjoy the monochromatice tones through the 

image

A

AS Lower Tama Lake and Mt Ruapehu I enjoy the crispness of this winter scene. Your title has drawn our attention to where you want us to focus - the lake 

and mountain. I find my attention is distracted by the busyness of the foreground - especially the branches and 

shadow in the lower left of the image. I think a crop off the bottom might help simplify the composition and lift the 

image. I love the way the colours of the image work together to give the image pop. For me the tawny land against 

the snowy dusting and the contrast of the blue of the sky all work together.

HC

AS Mount Raupehu I enjoy the light you have in this image…I can almost feel the snow on the mountain. For me there is one small 

distraction in the image and that is the winter treetop in the bottom left corner…I feel if you took this out with a wee 

crop off the left hand side the image would be improved. It also feel like you have maybe lightened the trees just up 

from the bottom... I notice it because just the tops of the trees are a little darker ... i feel if you`d just left them it 

would have been more natural and fine...it's really the mountain with it's beautiful slightly warm glow that forms a 

strong hero of the image.

HC

AS My Winter Room With a View The centre of the image with the leafless trees and the mist I find lovely. The telephone posts coming out of the mist 

on either side of this scene form distractions for me. I feel it would be worth looking at cropping them out and maybe 

experimenting with a square crop. I enjoy the subtle tones and the slight hint of layering in the sky.

M

AS Portent I enjoy your concept of the trees framing a soft focus landscape in this image. My eye does get a little caught on the 

greenish slice in the out of focus section…( i think it's hay bales) partly because it is a definite shape and partly 

because it is lightly coloured. I wonder if cropping off the RHside of the image might be an option for you, to take it 

out...you would still have your soft landscape scene framed.I feel you have a lovely mix of colours and textures 

through this image.

M

AS Snow overnight Wow wouldn't it be lovely to wake up to this.. says me a northlander!! For me the building, fenceline, powerlines all 

work together and form a great rural scene ..BUT in my mind they are the focal point rather than the landscape….This 

then drop the image down in award level as per the definitions of the competition.

A

AS Snow Snow Glorious Snow The snow looks lusciously soft in this scene…almost like a feather bed!! I`m not sure all of the sky adds to the scene 

and I feel the quality of the image really lets it down. The shrubby bushes in the foreground look slightly weird in 

texture and the snow also seems to have a slightly yellowish hue. I also feel the mountains are just soft in terms of 

focus. Maybe adding contrast would help the definition of the mountains. I do enjoy the texture of the grasses poking 

through the snow.

A
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AS Southern pole I love the mix of colours and layers through the image with the sky, snow, darker peppered layer and the tawny grass. 

You have drawn our attention with your title to your focal point for the image - the pole - which then unfortunately 

takes attention away from the snowy landscape behind to this man made element.What a pity as I feel this scene if 

you had pehaps moved around to find a different vantage point had great potential to shape up to a winter scene.

A

AS Standing Majestic This image effectively shouts South Island colours. In my view having the two poles/cellphone towers? in the image 

on the Rhside detract from the landscape . Perhaps it might be worth cropping them off on the Rhside as I don't feel 

the image would lose anything but would be improved. I enjoy the lines of snow and lines of bush leading our eye 

around the image.
M

AS Taranaki From Whanganui I do enjoy having the windwhipped sea in the foreground of this image. I  find the quality of the image detracts a little 

from my enjoyment of it…the background seems quite noisy and the sea feels to be a little oversharpened. I enjoy the 

lenticular cloud placement, the layers through the image and just a hint of sparkle in the sand.

M

AS Tasman Glacier What an amazingly calm day you managed to get for this scene! …and I love the part ice on the water. For me it feels 

like the base of the mountains have had the shadow lifted just a tad much…perhaps adding some contrast to this 

area would make it look slightly more realistic . I enjoy the way the foreground forms a leading line into the image 

and I enjoy the mix of blues captured here.

HC

AS Tasman Glacier Ice Blockage For me this scene encapsulates the beauty of a winter landscape…I can feel the cold of the ice in the foreground, 

contrasting the sun of the winters day. Potentially the whites towards the middle back of the image could be brought 

down just a smidgen as they do seem very bright. I do love the texture that is visible in the back rocks and the mix of 

light and shadow you have in the image.
H

AS The Road to Aoraki What an effective scene you have captured with the whispy clouds echoing the whispy lights. Unfortunately with your 

title as well as the composition, you have made the road the focal point and hero of the scene with the landscape as 

a backdrop. I feel this image would have recieved a much better award in an open category.
A

AS Tongariro and Ngauruhoe Mountains I find the composition beautifully balanced in this image. For me the quality of the image feels grainy in the sky and 

particularly noisy in the bush crossing the bottom edge. Also the textures in the vegetation along the bottom and a 

lighter band just above it detracts from the quality of the image. I find this a pity, as the scene and colouring is lovely.

M

AS Upper Tama Lake and Mt Ngauruhoe For me the gem of this image is the reflection in the lake. I also find the quality of the image beautiful. In my view the 

very prominent rocks on the bottom right draw attention away from the beautiful scene above. I feel it might be 

worth experimneting with a crop off the bottom just above them. I really enjoy the grace of the shapes leading our 

eye in from the sides. I think you have handled the light beautifully.

HC

AS Winter Glory I like the way you have captured the sun just catching the small wispy cloud and side edgess of the mountain. Does 

the building in the bottom of the image add to the winter scene story. In my view a crop off the bottom would not 

lose any of the yummy bits of the image but would take away this distraction. I enjoy the way you have chosen to 

have foliage on the edges of the image laden with fresh snow.

M

AS Winter Snow On Mt. Ruapehu I enjoy the choice of black and white for this winter scene and the way it emphasises the juxtaposition of the shape of 

the dark hill against the white snowy mountain. I do find the quality of the image feels slightly weak especially in the 

hill and farmland area. I find in this scene, although there are rural element,s that the landscape forms the dominant 

subject matter. For me the textural layers working downwards give the image an interesting rhythm.

A

BO Daisy Trio I really enjoy the out of focus areas contrasting with the focused areas in this image. I also enjoy the way the daisies 

lean into each other and your very low point of view. For me the lady bug doesn't add to your story ..but I know 

others may need this as a focal point. For me I`d love the yellow centre on the right third, that is slightly out of focus 

in the front to be in focus...and for me that would form a lovely focal point. Working with depth of field and shooting 

through things to get softness is a whole world of creative imagery and well done for stepping into this world. Do 

carry on your journey in this area!! 
HC

BO In Synch Wow I had to look twice to see if these birds weren't a clone of each other as they certainly are in sync with their 

wing positions! The top bird seems to have darker blue sky around him and looks like he has been processed slightly 

differently to the bottom bird. I`m not sure about the composition as the birds seem to have a lot of space between 

them...if you did by anychance bring in the top bird to the image it might be worth having a fiddle and moving him  

closer to the other one. There is also a dust spot on the LH side of the image. I do love the details you have in the 

birds with clear eyes and feathers.
M

BO Moody Blues This image certainly has a moody feel to it suggesting an early start or late finish to the day! I find your composition 

with the very strong forms of the farm structures give the image and almost abstract feel. I wonder if a square crop 

keeping the LHside and coming in from the RHside of the image where your sky is a little too white in areas might 

push this abstract feel of form and colour and strengthen the image. I enjoy the hint of thin lines and a gate top in the 

image too.

HC
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BO Sunsetting over the paddocks I love the way the light has caught the wire of the fencing and given the back trees a misty hazy feel. For me the story 

of the image is all in the bottom half where you have interesting shadows, lines and shapes. I feel cropping just below 

the very bright area of the sun would lift the image and make your story stronger. I enjoy the way the light is also 

causing sepration between the layers of trees giving us an almost silhoutted feel of the front ones.

HC

BO Windswept l find this close crop portrait you have given us very effective.  The eye showing foliage within the highlights is 

beautifully sharp and I enjoy the detailing in the feathers. I  like the way the beak is against the bright bokeh. You 

have also finished off with a title which adds depth to the story.

H

BS Moody mountains I appreciate that as a photographer you have processed this image in a way that pushes it slightly more into the art 

world than just a photograph. There are just a few patches that catch at my eye being very white and these might be 

worth taking down the brightness of. I enjoy your composition with the textured foreground and the clouds you can 

almost touch and I feel you have been successful with the overall moody feel.

H

BS Mt Cook Village in Winter With the mountains towering over the village we really get a sense of the landscape dwarfing it. Even though you title 

the image Mt Cook Village in Winter…I feel the landscape scene is the dominant part of the image. This narrative is 

further enhanced by the way all the rooves are snowed over and partially in the shade. I feel this image shows careful 

use of the light, composition and balance to create a succesful winter landscape scene.

H

BS Snowy wonderland I enjoy this almost abstracted landscape. For me the quality of the image unfortunately spoils the overall effect. 

There is a lot of pixellation in the sky and the land has a strange texture. I do feel your colours in the image form 

successful layers.

M

BS Towards Aoraki The pink clouds in this image form a wonderful focal point for me…yes you have a road in the image forming one of 

the leading lines but having it in shadow and also having other leading lines and stronger heroes of the image(the 

mountains and clouds) keep it in check. I enjoy the slightly darker tones of the image giving us a really cold wintery 

mood...with just a hint of  warmth in the clouds
H

BS Tree scape I enjoy your unique point of view for this image …For me the bottom of the image is stronger and more interesting 

than the top…I enjoy the curve contrasting with the squiggly trees…I wondered if you might consider a square crop 

taking some of the top of the image off. I feel by doing this the very dominant trunk on the LHside falls more into 

balance with the picture as a whole.I enjoy the hint of whispyness in the sky and the way you have tonally controlled 

the blue.

HC

BS Winter Wonderland Waking up to fresh snow must really feel like a wonderland outside. I do find the fence pretty dominant in this image 

and very solid compared to the delicate snow. I wonder what it would have been like to venture up to it and take the 

image over it…of course this could have meant very cold feet and perhaps you wanted to show the snow on the 

fence...we all have our own visions for scenes. For me the focus feels a little soft especially in the foreground. It 

would have been nice to have a crispness in the tree as well as the hill in the background area in the image.. 

potentially you had a very narrow depth of field... I find using f16 helps to have more of a landscape image in focus. I 

enjoy noticing the little pops of yellow from the lemons on the tree on the right.

M

BS Winters sunrise I enjoy the sihoutte against the warm colours. For me this image feels like it could be split into two halves through the 

middle of the tree. I find the Lside stronger than the right…but I also find if the  left side is cropped off then the Rside 

holds it's own with the softer grasses as a stronger feature...as it stands I feel the softer grasses form a distraction on 

the edge. Perhaps you could try the image as a diptych. I like the way you cleverly put the brightest part of the sun 

behind the trunk to control the light. HC


