
Number Image #1 Title Grading Comment
1 AO A Cold Day on Lake Taupo Honours A beautifully composed black-and-white image with elegant, minimalist tones. The branches subtly framing the van and distant 

background. The photograph captures a cold, still mood with strong control of contrast and space. My one suggestion would be to lighten 
the clouds to the right as it’s pulling attention from the focal points of the image. The image demonstrates good technique and a sensitive 
eye for structure and atmosphere. 

2 AO Asian Lady Honours A beautifully composed and visually rich portrait. The harmonious colour palette evokes a cinematic, almost painterly quality. Technically, it’s well 
executed: excellent print quality, strong tonal control, and careful editing. The butterfly feels naturally integrated, although obviously you’ve increased its 
scale slightly. The woman’s slight forward lean feels a little off-balance and the hat sits a little off kilter on her head. Still, this is a thoughtfully constructed 
and poetic image. It feels timeless and atmospheric - an illustrative visual story with real emotional appeal. 

3 AO Collision of Power Highly Commended This is a strong and engaging image that captures the tension between man-made structure and natural force. The long exposure softens the motion of 
the wave, creating a dreamy, mist-like effect that contrasts nicely with the hard, industrial lines of the pier. The sky feels a little over saturated, and could 
benefit from a more natural looking sky blue. The moment is well timed and technically solid. It’s a visually compelling image with good technique and 
strong mood. 

4 AO Godwit With Mud Crab Merit This is a well-captured moment in nature, showing strong technical skill and timing. The sharpness, detail, and clarity of the bird and crab interaction are 
impressive, and the muted tones give the image a quiet, refined mood 

5 AO Into the Known Honours A striking and atmospheric image that uses contrast and negative space to powerful effect. The deep blacks dominate the frame, yet the composition 
remains visually rich and compelling. The gradual transition from darkness into light draws the viewer through the scene, evoking the feeling of passing 
into another realm. The texture of the rock face adds a tactile quality to the image, you might consider toning down the bright highlights at the entrance to 
the cave slightly to get some more of that detail coming through. A beautifully executed image. 

6 AO Portrait Acceptance A beautifully soft and ethereal portrait. The dreamy bokeh and delicate lighting create a light, almost angelic atmosphere. The child’s upward gaze adds a 
tender emotional connection, and the soft focus around the edges adds to the dreamlike mood. I would suggest toning down the highlights on the clothing 
and background to ensure the face remains the focal point. 

7 AO Resigned to Indifference Highly commended A strong black-and-white street. The diagonal lines lead the viewer’s eyes through the frame, toning down some of the highlights, for example in the 
reflection, might help to strengthen those leading lines. Overall it’s a thoughtful, well-executed image with emotional weight and atmosphere. 

8 AO Smoke Screen Merit A high-energy action image that captures the thrill of motion. The vibrant blue of the car immediately draws the viewer’s attention. The panning technique 
is handled impressively. Technically excellent with great timing and control. Could be cropped slightly to focus on the action. The overall impact is bold 
and cinematic. 

9 AO Tararua Forest Honours A beautiful and immersive image that transports the viewer into a rich, moss-covered landscape. The scene feels ancient and slightly mystical, with 
dense, interwoven roots and textures that seem to stretch on endlessly. The natural detail is superb, and the composition draws the eye deep into the 
forest. The contrast could be taken down a little to show off more of that great texture. A visually strong and evocative image and well executed. 

10 AO Your In My Space Acceptance This image presents a clever and imaginative surreal concept. A suitcase opens to release a plane into the sky- flipping the typical relationship between 
them. It suggests themes of travel, escape, or a conflict between nature and technology. The narrative is strong and invites interpretation. However, 
some of the compositing elements- particularly the plane and bird- feel more pasted on than integrated. The lighting and shadows could be improved to 
better embed the subjects into the scene. A creative image with a strong concept and good potential. 

34 AO Tui in Pohutakawa Merit This is a vibrant and technically impressive wildlife image. The tui is beautifully sharp and well framed by the striking red of the pōhutukawa blossoms, 
creating a strong and balanced composition. The print quality is excellent, with rich colour contrast and fine detail in the bird’s iridescent feathers. The 
composition is clean, and the subject is engaging.

11 AS Alien Shores Merit This image stands out right away with its bold colour. It creates a strange, dreamlike world that grabs the viewer’s attention. The colour shift works well 
and gives the landscape a dramatic, otherworldly feel. The overall quality of the image is high, and it has a strong visual impact. The monolith elements 
feel alien, but a bit flat and not fully connected to the space around them. Adding more depth or shadows might help them feel more grounded and make 
the story stronger. Still, it’s a creative and visually rich piece with a lot of imagination behind it. 

12 AS Breakaway Acceptance This image has a soft, painterly quality that gives it a strong dreamlike atmosphere. The motion blur adds to the feeling of memory or imagination, and the 
composition - with its diagonal line of beach against water - guides the viewer’s eye nicely through the scene. The surreal idea is present, but it could 
benefit from being a little more defined or bold in its storytelling. Overall, it’s a poetic and emotional image with a nice abstract touch and a strong sense of 
mood. 

13 AS Daisies of Darkness Merit This is a soft, gentle image with a nostalgic, dreamlike feel. The blurred motion gives it a sense of fleeting memory, and the warm tones add to its 
emotional pull. It feels quiet and reflective, with a painterly quality that’s easy to sit with. The surreal aspect is present but subtle; it reads more as creative 
blur than a surreal concept. Adding an unexpected or unusual element could help it fit the brief more strongly. Overall, it’s a tender, emotive image with 
good use of light and softness. 

14 AS Dancing Light Merit This image feels like an impressionist painting, with a soft, dreamlike quality that draws the viewer in. The use of slow shutter speed is well done and 
gives the water a flowing, rhythmic feel. The mix of warm and cool tones adds a lovely balance and enhances the mood. It’s a beautiful and poetic 
interpretation of the waves, and while it leans more toward abstract impressionism than traditional surrealism, it still creates an emotional and slightly 
unreal atmosphere. Adding a more unexpected element or visual twist could push it further into the surreal category. 

15 AS Dreamy Days Merit This is a beautifully composed image with a peaceful, dreamlike feel. The infrared effect creates a magical atmosphere, and the scene has the look of a 
traditional Japanese painting. The details are clear, and the technical quality is excellent. While it looks otherworldly, the subject still feels quite real. 
Adding something a bit more unusual could help it feel more surreal. Also, the bright whites in the water and above the tea house draw the eye, darkening 
those areas and slightly brightening the tea house would help guide the viewer. A strong, elegant image. 

16 AS Extraterrestial Intelligence Acceptance This image has a fascinating look, with its glowing colours and strange textures giving it an alien, otherworldly feel. The print quality is very good, and the 
colour choices really help create the sense that we’re looking at something not from Earth. The monolith elements are interesting but don’t feel three-
dimensional or fully integrated in the scene and could benefit from some depth and shadow. 

17 AS Fantastique Acceptance This image has a bold, graphic look with strong contrast and a cool, otherworldly colour treatment. The central composition is clean, and the print quality 
is very good. The subject- perhaps coral, creates an interesting, alien feel. However, it feels a bit flat and static. More texture or a shift in tone might add 
depth and help it feel more surreal. 



18 AS Peek at fearsome Ice Dragon Acceptance This image tells a lovely story, capturing a sense of childlike wonder and imagination. The fantasy ice setting and hidden child’s face create a playful and 
surreal mood, and the composition feels well balanced overall. The concept is good, but the image would benefit from more consistent editing. The lighting 
on the girl’s face doesn’t quite match the rest of the scene, making her feel slightly out of place. With more practice in blending and matching textures and 
lighting, this could be a strong image. 

19 AS Sanctuary Lost Highly Commended This image is well put together and has a soft, dreamlike mood. The lighting is beautiful and it really feels like we’re looking into a magical world. A few 
small bright spots on the fern leaves stand out, try softening these highlights and consider adding a warm filter to enhance the ethereal atmosphere. The 
image fits the dreamy part of the theme well, but it could be more surreal- adding something strange or unexpected would push it further. Still, it’s a lovely, 
peaceful photo with a strong atmosphere. 

20 AS Splash Down Acceptance This image has a lot of energy and urgency. The moment the water explodes across the frame feels powerful. There's a surreal quality in how the water 
merges to plastic and the life preserver, a discarded tire, is useless to help our subject. Perhaps a comment on pollution or the impact of plastics in our 
oceans. The image communicates a clear emotional message. That said, adding more negative space, like a broader stretch of ocean surrounding the 
focal scene could help the image breathe and give the viewer more visual space to ‘read’ the narrative of the image. 

21 AS The Lotus Spa Acceptance
This image presents a soft, dreamy world that feels like a surreal underwater scene. The bubbles, soft blue tones, and delicate flower create a calming 
and imaginative atmosphere. The overall composition is balanced, and the colours are appealing. However, the added butterflies don’t feel fully integrated 
into the scene. Similarly, softening the lines around the background bubbles would help everything blend more naturally. 

22 AS The piano has been drinking, not me Highly Commended This photo has a really strong mood and tells a great story. The old, derelict room is a perfect setting, and the black and white tones make it feel ghostly. 
The idea of a ghost from your past appearing while you sit with your thoughts is powerful and emotional. The lighting and details in the room pull the 
viewer into the scene. The ghostly figure is a nice touch but looks a little out of place regarding perspective – Altering her position and matching the 
lighting used on the ghostly figure to the lighting in the room would strengthen the piece. 

33 AS Moody Milford Acceptance This image creates a layered, dreamlike atmosphere. It hints at the spirit of the place, capturing a mood rather than a moment. However, the surreal 
aspect feels subtle. A more unexpected or striking element could help push it further into the surreal category. Some areas- particularly the highlights - 
are slightly overexposed and could be toned down to balance the image. It’s a thoughtful and atmospheric piece with clear intent. 

23 AS White Kites Honours Wonderfully imaginative and conceptually strong, this image immediately captures attention with its surreal and poetic composition. The floating figures 
are placed well in the frame. They seem to tell a story- the figures drifting apart or together - with the heart shapes adding a nod to a love story. The lower 
part of the image appears slightly dark and cluttered, while the bright highlights from the houses draw attention away from the main subjects. Lightening 
this area or softening the highlights would create better visual balance. Overall, though, it's a strong, creative and very surreal image. 

24 BS Between Acceptance This image presents a strong stylistic approach, The sense of a figure dissolving into her surroundings - like she's slipping between dimensions or 
memories. The muted colour scheme complements the mood well and contributes to the quiet, dreamlike tone. The overall effect is clean and well 
executed. However, the image feels quite simple and restrained. While the technique is effective, it could benefit from a more creative or unexpected 
element to deepen the surreal impact. A solid piece with good mood and control 

25 BS Floating on the Wind Acceptance There’s a calm, spacious mood in this image, with the bird captured mid-flight against a soft blue gradient. The use of negative space is effective, and the 
colour palette is gentle and appealing. A peaceful and restrained image, but it needs a clearer surreal twist or imaginative concept to fully engage with the 
theme. Consider refining the gradient to avoid the banding in the sky as well. 

26 BS Introspection Merit This is a thoughtful and poetic image that blends portraiture with nature in a dreamlike layering. The double exposure technique is used effectively, with 
the flowing water merging beautifully with the woman's form to suggest emotion, memory, and transformation. The lighting on the woman is gentle and well 
handled. The composition is strong, with the figure well placed in the frame, and the tones are controlled nicely. However, it could benefit from a touch 
more surreal complexity to fully elevate it in this competition. Still, it's a lovely, well-executed piece. 

27 BS Just a Memory Acceptance This image has a ghostly, fleeting quality that creates a mysterious mood. The painterly blur brings a strong sense of time passing or memory fading, The 
colour scheme is pleasing and supports the emotional tone effectively. There’s good use of technique, and the palette adds to the dreamlike feel. 
However, the surrealism is subtle. The dark foreground draws the eye down and could use lightening to balance the composition 

28 BS Perceptions Highly Commended A beautifully minimal and poetic image. The crystal-clear vase and stark black twig contrast the soft, ghostly shadow of the bouquet behind, evoking 
themes of memory, and absence. The concept is clear and reflective. Consider scaling down the foreground vase and twig slightly - suggesting a 
diagonal between the top of the twig and the top of the shadow bouquet- this could better balance the image. Still, this is a conceptionally impressive and 
well-composed image. 

29 BS Sunset Vision Acceptance This image presents a creative and thoughtful concept, using the reflection of a landscape in the dog’s eye to introduce a subtle yet effective surreal 
element. It invites viewers to pause and engage with the details. The close crop on the dog’s face is important but the nose being cut off at the tip feels a 
bit abrupt- leaving just a bit more space there would help the composition feel more complete. Overall, the concept is clever and with some refinements, it 
could be even more effective. 

30 BS Teacup Dog Acceptance This is a playful and imaginative image that brings a clear surreal twist. The idea is charming and instantly engaging, blending whimsy with conceptual 
creativity. Well- composed with a cohesive and limited colour palette. The humour and unexpected combination work well for the theme. However, the 
dog’s fur is not precisely cut out - though this is always challenging with fine hair. Overall it's a sweet and cleverly constructed entry that could benefit 
from more seamless blending, but still stands out for its creativity and surreal charm. 

31 BS Too many tourists Merit This image bursts with vibrant energy and creativity. The vertical streaks of colour create a dynamic, dreamlike atmosphere that pulls the viewer in. 
There’s a sense of movement and chaos. The image leans toward abstraction, A clearer surreal concept or twist could lift it further, but it remains a 
strong and engaging piece with bold use of colour. 

32 BS When The Predator Becomes The Prey Highly Commended
This is a wonderfully surreal and imaginative image. The combination of a grasshopper in sharp macro detail with cat peering unexpectedly from the wall 
is both humorous and eerie. It flips expectations and adds a playful sense of tension. Technically, the image is well executed. The sharpness, lighting, 
and use of a limited colour palette give it clarity and focus. You might consider toning the contrast down slightly and cropping some of the surrounding 
negative space to bring even more attention to the central action. Creative, bold, and well crafted . 


