
Number Image #1 Title Grade Comments
1a AS 1 Honeybee On Ivy Flower
1b AS 2 Pied Shag
1c AS 3 The Serried Ranks Of Pine

2a AS 1 Fungi Trio
2b AS 2 Passing Truck
2c AS 3 Kuruwhengi - The Shoveler

3a AS 1 Purakaunui Falls
3b AS 2 Friend or Foe
3c AS 3 Lightfall
4a AS 1 A Keen Eyed Carnivore
4b AS 2 A Lightbulb Moment
4c AS 3 The Mating Game
5a AS 1 Limestone Cottages
5b AS 2 Fur Seal and Pup
5c AS 3 Bewildered

6a AS 1 Kowhai nectar attracts Tui
6b AS 2 Rhythm of dance style
6c AS 3 Night light on stairwell

7a AS 1 Full Send
7b AS 2 Force of Nature
7c AS 3 Surfs Up

8a AS 1 Milford sound very wet afternoon
8b AS 2 Spotted shag Waihao
8c AS 3 Daffodil fading
9a AS 1 Chairlifts Turoa Skifields
9b AS 2 Bay Watchers
9c AS 3 Rastaman

10a BS 1 Shades of Grey

Merit

Honours - 
Trophy Winner

Acceptance A diverse selection of subjects curated through the use of colour and texture (B + C). The honey bee 
image did feel slightly too vivid to consistently connect it to images B and C, however I could see what 
you were trying to acheive. There was a slight inconsistency in the mattboard of image A. That said, 
the overall concept was strong and sat as one of the more diverse sets in the competition. 

Highly 
Commended - 
Trophy Winner

A very strong and diverse selection of subject matter, with a clever use of black and blue to create 
visual cohesion across the images. The technical skill displayed in all three works is impressive. The 
only minor drawback was the inconsistency in matt board colour (cream vs white), which slightly 
disrupted the presentation. But overall, a well-executed and visually engaging set - great work!

Acceptance

Merit

While two out of the three images focused on a similar subject, which limited the sense of diversity in 
the set, the presentation was strong and the consistency in format was well considered. Each image 
carried a powerful emotional impact.
Once again, with two out of the three images featuring the same subject, the set lacked some variety. 
However, the use of orange as a linking element was very effective, and the presentation was both 
consistent and professional. Each image had a great sense of movement and visual interest
A very diverse set of images- initially I wondered if it might be too diverse. However, the more time I 
spent with the set, the more I appreciated the 'moment in time' quality created by the shifting 
subjects, reminiscent of an overseas holiday. The curation through colour and texture tied everything 
together beautifully
A very diverse selection of subject matter, with all three images showing strong technical skill. The use 
of yellow and gold as a linking element was especially effective, and the consistent, professional 
matting really elevated the presentation. The only small drawback was that print B leaned a bit too 
orange to perfectly harmonise with the others - but overall, a well-executed and visually cohesive set.

This is a really strong set, and would be highly successful if the brief were centred around a thematic 
approach. However, due to the limited diversity, it didn’t fully meet the brief, which affected the final 
grade. That said, each individual image is compelling, and the curation shows clear intent. The 
presentation was professional and consistent - there’s a lot of strength in the work overall.

This is one of the more diverse sets, with a clear and thoughtful approach to colour and texture. I really 
enjoyed the moodiness of prints A and C - I just wish that same atmosphere had extended to print B for 
a more cohesive feel. That said, the pop of yellow was a great touch and added a vibrant focal point - 
Even though two of the images were portraits, they both had a distinct feel and perspective, so the set 
still came across as diverse and engaging. I really appreciated the use of black as a linking element - 
though I do wish it had been carried through all three prints. The overlay of texture across the set 
worked beautifully to unify the images and gave the series a strong collective identity.
Diversity—definitely achieved here! The set was linked through the clever use of grey and black tones, 
texture, and repeating shapes and textures with consistent and professional matting executed. It was 
interesting to consider the contrast between the abstract nature of prints A and B and the introduction 
of a figurative element in print C. I felt this contrast worked well and enhanced the overall sense of 
variety

Merit

Highly 
Commended

Acceptance

Highly 
Commended



10b BS 2 Shades of Grey
10c BS 3 Shades of Grey

11a BS 1 Rustic
11b BS 2 Discard
11c BS 3 Bold

12a BS 1 Wylie Bay
12b BS 2 Super Pitt
12c BS 3 Dirt Bike Riker Kalgoorlie

13 AO Ethereal Forest Highly 
Commended

This image makes excellent use of a large crop format to convey the immersive and all-encompassing 
atmosphere of the forest. The composition invites the viewer to step into the scene, evoking a strong 
sense of place. The lighting is particularly sublime - soft, diffused, and suggestive of that serene 
moment just after a sun shower, adding a gentle emotional tone to the piece. The painterly effect 
achieved through your technique further elevates the image, lending it a dreamy, almost 
impressionistic quality. 

14 AO Kai Iwi Beach Acceptance This is a technically strong photograph that showcases excellent clarity of focus, vibrant colour, and fine 
detail throughout the beach scene. It’s clear you have a solid grasp of the technical aspects of 
photography. That said, I felt the image could benefit from a stronger sense of your personal 
perspective or creative voice to make it more distinctive. With your technical skills as a foundation, 
there’s great potential for you to push your creative boundaries further.

15 AO Lewis Pass through Southern Alps Merit I really enjoyed the wide crop used in this image-it suits the composition perfectly and enhances the 
sense of space and atmosphere. Technically, there is excellent clarity of focus and it is a beautiful 
rendering of neutral, earthy tones and textures. The presence of mist adds a wonderful moodiness that 
elevates the overall impact of the scene.

Honours - 
Trophy Winner

The subject matter felt a little too thematic to fully meet the brief in terms of diversity, which limited 
the potential for a higher grade. That said, the presentation was stunning, and the images were 
beautifully curated through colour and texture. As a thematic set, it was strong, cohesive, and visually 
compelling.

Once again, the set leaned too strongly into a thematic approach to fully meet the diversity aspect of 
the brief therefore limiting the grade. However, the presentation really stood out - it was creative and 
different from other submissions, which made it memorable. The tonal palette was beautiful, with the 
blue-grey in print B being particularly striking. As a thematic set, these are three strong and well-
executed images.

Acceptance

Acceptance

Diversity—definitely achieved here! The set was linked through the clever use of grey and black tones, 
texture, and repeating shapes and textures with consistent and professional matting executed. It was 
interesting to consider the contrast between the abstract nature of prints A and B and the introduction 
of a figurative element in print C. I felt this contrast worked well and enhanced the overall sense of 
variety



16 AO Looking out over Matheson Honours

Among the landscapes in this open award, this image was a real standout for me. What a majestic 
scene - you’ve captured a breathtaking sense of scale and grandeur. The clarity of focus is exceptional, 
with crisp detail carried beautifully from the foreground all the way through to the distant mountains. 
The composition and mood are deeply evocative, reminiscent of a master’s landscape painting. A 
powerful and memorable piece that showcases both technical excellence and artistic depth.

17 AO Pukeko Brunch Highy 
Commended

I thought this image was fantastic! The pūkeko can be a challenging subject to capture in a fresh way, 
given its popularity and somewhat kitsch association with New Zealand culture - but you've truly 
succeeded in presenting a unique perspective. The painterly quality of the image adds a beautiful 
artistic layer, and the clever play on scale introduces a real sense of drama. A creative and engaging 
take on a familiar subject.

18 AO Silvereyes quiet contentment Merit This is a beautiful and tender image that captures the quiet, intimate moment between the silvereyes. 
The decision to remove the background helps focus attention entirely on the interaction, and the slight 
softness in the image lends it a gentle, painterly quality. A thoughtful and emotive piece that conveys 
both sensitivity and artistic intent.

19 AO The Desk Acceptance This is a technically crisp photographic print, with intent in the selection and placement of each object. 
The composition feels deliberate and invites contemplation but a more evocative title might have 
offered a deeper insight into the story behind the work.


