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1

AO Arrowtown

A lovely, simple landscape image. Great composition, lovely detail throughout. | really cannot
fault this, except for the distracting electrical boxes at the bottom right, that kills the
enchantment of the overall image a little. But outside of Photoshopping it out of the image, |
am not sure what you could have done. | love the bench in the front, and the autumn leaves
on the building.

AO Beauty in the Rain

A pretty flower, but as far as | can tell just too aggressive a crop, resulting in what comes
across as a low resolution, over-sharpened image. Good use of colour and tonal contrast to
keep the attention on the main subject.

AO Butterfly laying eggs

Wow, that's quite a special macro scene. Well captured, with good sharpness and good
colour and tonal contrast between the main subject and the background. | would have loved
to see sharpness through to the eggs, but | totally appreciate the challenge it already took to
get this depth of sharpness and clarity. Not sure if | like the very glossy paper choice. Very
close to Honours.

AO Care

This is interesting as a fine art piece, with strong use of negative space and high contrast
black and white. Not sure if the very grainy effect was intentional or accidental, but it adds to
the almost vintage feel of the shot. The title helps the image make a bit more sense, but
otherwise it is a bit confusing in its narrative. As it is, it is quite confusing with the two hands -
one, | assume belonging to the girl and one to her carer. Without any context, it is unclear
what is going on in the image, though.

AO Dead Leaf Mantis

Judges Commendation

Very cool. This is a very impressive piece, that resembles an old biology or botany textbook in
the way the bug is presented. | do think more could have been done with the text
component, using a stronger font etc, but the photography of the bug is well done and | love
the feint leafy wing (?) background, giving context without distracting from the main subject.

AO Gathering at the lilly pond

A very neat nature/wildlife image, decent detail and some lovely reflections. It does feel a bit
flat, though, and just needs that little something to make you look twice, to take it to a
higher grade. | appreciate the fact that it took a trip to Africa (presumably) to get this shot,
but once there, this is a fairly typical/common scene.

AO Guitar Player in the Avenue

Runner Up

This is a strong environmental portrait - amazing sharpness and contrast detail. While the
very aggressive processing works on the person, | think this should have been toned down a
bit over the rest of the image, as the very contrasty black and whites on the shop signs and
the tree bark gets quite distracting, taking the viewers' attention away from the amazing
subject. A little busy, but that works in the street portraiture context. Nice symmetry with
the two bikes.




AO Just Drifting

Beautiful, simple composition - lovely muted colours, and good sharpness. | am unsure what
is going on with the rather strong textural processing of the top half of the background -
looks like a texture overlay - but | feel it is a bit heavy and distracts from the simple beauty of
the image.

AO Kea

Wow, that is quite something. Beautiful tight crop, good sharpness around the head area,
and stunning colour. A great action shot - very well done. Unfortunately the digital artifacts is
a bit messy around the bird, with a strong halo visible around, especially at the bottom of the
bird. Also a strong yellow edge along the top of the bird. Might be chromatic abberation
caused by the lens. Just needs a bit of post-processing TLC to be an easy Honours.

10

AO Kereru peeping through

What an amazing close-up bird portrait, for lack of a better word. The image surrounding the
bird is very busy but in this case | feel the bird is impressive enough, and the composition
strong enough, that it overpowers any distractions in the photo. The sharp leaf pointing at
the bird from top right is a bit distracting, but that is a minor criticism. Nice framing at the
top and bottom too.

11

AO Mananui

This is a neat architectural landscape. Good detail and quite a nice composition. | do think it
needs a little something to make it stand out and grab the attention, and the sky is quite
heavy and overpowering.

12

AO Mirrored in black iron sand. Kai lwi.

A strong seascape. The inclusion of the human element is a good touch to give context and
scale, and the vertical symmetry from the reflection is good. Stong colours, and good
sharpness throughout. Perhaps just needs a stronger point of focus.

13

AO Morning

Quite beautiful in its simplicity. Stunning early morning light, and you can just feel the early
morning chill in the air. The subtle frost on the gras adds to the chilly feel. A lovely, simple,
strong landscape. Close to Honours.

14

AO Mumma and calf May, 2025

A lovely moment, capturing the mother and child in their natural habitat. A good tight crop,
excellent sharpness. | do think a narrower depth of field, throwing the background at least
somewhat out of focus, would have helped to isolate your main subject better, especially in
such a monotone environment where the colour of the rhino blends into the background.
The image feels weird somehow, almost like the rhinos are cut out. Difficult to figure out
what is bothering me without being able to zoom in on a digital file. Not the best paper
choice.




15

AO Park View

Infrared creates quite magical landscapes, doesn't it? This is, in part, a great, timeless scene
that suits the IR treatment well. | don't think the picnic table in the left-hand corner does
much to add to the photo, and the other structure in the centre left is a bit distracting too.
Perhaps a different crop, removing these structures and placing the bridge more to the left in
the picture, could have worked better. It also looks like there's a potentially very nice
reflection at the bottom, which would have been nice to include. Perhaps a portrait or
square crops could have been options?

16

AO Picking a winner

This is another good street portrait. | like the crop and composition, and while his face does
not look 100% sharp, it is probab ly sharp enough . Nicely captured moment as well, even
thought the positioning of some background detail is a bit distracting. The title takes on an
interesting second meaning when you see the "Jacinda" book next to him. Nice.

17

AO Saved by the Horn

Wow, what a moment. This is a really good action shot - good freezing of movement, decent
sharpness, impressive/scary to get the moment he is "grabbing the bull by the horns". Well
done. Overall just a bit too much going on, and a bit of movement blur and grain that
detracts, but otherwise very good.

18

AO Seed Pod

Trophy Winner

Lovely minimalist composition. Using shallow depth of field to add softness to the image.
Having the focus in the front of the pod is great too, ensuring we move into the sharp image
and then it gets lovely and soft in the background. Lovely colour too. One of those super
simple images where you cannot find anything to fault.

19

AO Singing Bellbird

Perfect sharpness where it matters, with suitably shallow DOF to throw the background well
out of focus. Main criticism is that, even with the softnesss, the background is still very busy,
with some highlights that pull our interest away from the bird. Good tight crop.

20

AO Tawny Frogmouth Family

These birds are something else - such characters, you cannot help but enjoy the scene. As far
as the image goes, this is great - good sharpness, tight crop, creamy out-of-focus background.
| also love the pose, with the two adults shunning the photographer while the little one
engages directly with us. Very cool.

21

AO The piano has been drinking, not me

| really like the idea of this - a well-spotted scene, very well captured. To be perfectly honest |
would have almost liked this better without the nude. Not sure if the title works for me - she
looks more depressed or contemplative than drunk. Or is it the person looking at the scene
who has been drinking? Criticisms: her face doesn't look like a person, her bottom hand looks
quite weird, and it is hard to tell what is on her lap. Otherwise, overall a good conceptual
image, well executed. Perhaps cropped a bit too tight on the left (right in the edge of the
door).




22

AO Tranquil Reflections

A strong landscape image - nice depth, good sharpness. | find the rock in the bottom right
corner a bit distracting, and find the spiky, icy bit on the left more interesting than the main,
sunlit mountain. Perhaps cropping off some of the right hand side, allowing more space for
the snow and ice could have been an option. Very well handled reflection.

23

AO Tui on Kowhai

A real kiwiana image. Amazing close crop without apparent pixelisation, so | guess this was a
pretty long lens. | just find the very bright somewhat out of focus kowhai a bit distracting.
And overall the image feels a bit overexposed, with the tui feathers feeling just a little
washed out.

24

AO Underwater landscape

A nice underwater landscape, but perhaps not quite enough of a strong point of focus to
really make this pop. | also find much of it just a bit too hazy to be quite successful. But
certainly quite a magical scene.

25

AO Urban jungle at night

A really interesting nightscape. The criss-crossing coloured lines create a beautifully graphic
visual effect, leading our eyes to the bridge on the top third. | do find the building on the
bottom left, and the bright light right at the bottom, quite distracting, though. The scene
illuminated by the bright bottom light looks really interesting, but that becomes a separate
story that distracts from the main image.

26

AO Whispers of the Falls

A classic soft, blurry long-exposure image that for the most part works quite well. The
diagonal lines on the waterfall, created by what | assume to be sun-rays through the trees, is
an interesting twist, but it is so bright that it does become a bit harsh and distracting. | also
think darkening down the brightness of the falls at the top of the image just a little would
help us with a stronger point of focus for our eyes to rest at the lower end of the falls.

27

AO Winter feed saves Silvereyes

This is a fascinating image, that at first sight tricks you into thinking it is a real scene. On
closer inspection, however, the clearcutting, lack of shadows, and the inconsistency in the
sizing gives it away. Overall a most commendable effort, but it just feels a bit flat. A bit more
attention to make the compositing feel more real will lift it to a higher grade.

28

AOQ Zebra Aggression - Kruger National Park

Great moment, very well timed. Lacks a bit of punch due to the haziness of the dust.
However, that same dusty glow is part of the strength of the image, as that is so typical of
this type of scene. | love the warm tones.

29

BO HoiAn Japanese Bridge

Judges Commendation

Lovelu colours, great reflections. Overall a very well captured scene, but the treatment of the
sky is too harsh, with quite a strong halo around the edge of the buildings due to the
darkening of the sky. The buildings here are impactful enough that a less dramatic sky may
actually have been more effective, to keep it from overpowering the viewer. Perhaps feels a
tad over-sharpened.




30

BO Discard

Trophy Winner

This image really messes with my mind, but in a very good way. | cannot quite figure out
what is going on with the different composited layers, but the overall effect is lovely. | love
the colours, the bold blocks, the detail, the very formal composition. Beautiful.

31

BO Down to the Wire

Runner Up

I am no bird photographer - it is probably a well-known fact that it is one of my less favourite
subjects to photograph, or judge for that matter - but this I love. What a brilliantly simple,
minimalist image. Excellent sharpness, great central, symmetrical composition, with nothing
outside of the main subject to distract us. | think the crop, cutting the bird's head off, is
inspired, and takes this from a good nature photograph to a real piece of fine art. Excellent.

32

BO Mist and Silhouettes

Great layering adding nice depth and dimensionality to the photo. Interesting detail in the
edges of the layers too. | just think things get a bit lost and muddled towards the top, losing
definition and with the moon perhaps being just a bit too subtle (and | am someone who
loves subtlety in an image). Great tones through the centre, though.

33

BO Pink Hydrangea

A beautiful play of colour. Severely over-processed, resulting in a very artificial feel, but |
have a hunch that this is intentional in this case. It results in an image that feels almost more
like a painting than a photo. There's a lot to like here - great colour, excellent use of
brightness to pull the eye to the focal point of the image, and lovely repetitive detail
throughout the frame. The only thing that keeps this out of Honours for me is that the
processing feels a bit too much like a standard Photoshop filter - my apologies if | misjudge.
the intricacy of the processing, though. Still, a very cool arty image.




