
Grade Title Award Comments
A Grade AO Friend or Foe merit A lovely crisp image showing excellent focus throughout. The water droplets scattered through the hair add a 

touch of visual magic, enhancing the overall impact. Subtle, well-balanced colour tones contribute to a clean and 
appealing aesthetic

A Grade AO Hue Nights.jpg acceptance The exposure on both the sky and the bridge is very well handled, showcasing strong technical control. That said, 
an alternate composition featuring just the sky, bridge, and water in the foreground may have created a more 
focused and visually impactful image.

A Grade AO Kereru in Flight acceptance A fabulous mid-flight capture of the kererū, with impressive focus on the subject.  To elevate the image further, a 
softer, blurred, desaturated background could help the bird stand out more distinctly from its surroundings.

A Grade AO Lake Taupo acceptance A lovely image of Lake Taupō that beautifully amplifies the drama of the expansive sky and cloudscape. The 
highlights are well controlled, showing the intricate cloud textures, and I am naturally drawn to the cloudless circle 
at the centre. Overall, a thoughtfully composed image.  Unfortunately it lacks instant impact, and if you had taken 
it later in the day with more colour in the clouds it would make for a more emotive image.

A Grade AO Little Black Shag merit I really like the use of creativity in this image, taking a nature image and creating a piece of art with it by 
incorporating textures in your post processing which gives the image a painterly feel.  I do believe the removal of 
the branch on the left side would make for a stronger image 

A Grade AO Lost In Translation merit A stunningly simple and uncluttered composition — this image stood out beautifully among the entries. Just a 
note of care when adjusting highlights and shadows in post-processing, as the edits are visible in the final 
presentation. With a more precise and subtle touch  this strong image could have scored even higher.

A Grade AO Male Blackbird With Young acceptance A well-framed image with beautiful catchlights in both eyes. The subtle colour palette works nicely, though a 
touch more vibrancy and feather detail could enhance the overall impact.

A Grade AO Marakopa Fisherman acceptance This image shows lovely control of exposure and colour tones while telling a story - I am left wanting more from 
the image and believe a wider angle would have included more of the ocean as I feel this is cut off from where my 
eye travels through the image

A Grade AO Pearl Harvesting Vietnam.jpg acceptance The line up of red baskets help draw the eye to your subject and this could become a dynamic image if polished in 
post processing.  Removal of unecessary clutter like the blue baskets, the items in the left rear basket, cleaning up 
the sand and intensifying the exposure  and colours of the fisherman would make this image come alive and be 
worthy of competition work.

A Grade AO Poetry In Motion acceptance This is a well-executed and thoughtfully staged image -clearly the result of time, care, and creative planning. The 
lighting is beautifully balanced, revealing excellent detail in the dahlia against the deep black background. For 
future images involving motion, like this milk splash, consider allowing more negative space around the edges to 
give the movement room to breathe. Alternatively, a tighter crop could also enhance impact by focusing the 
viewer’s attention where it matters most.
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A Grade AO Shell Collection acceptance Where chaos and peace collide -this image captures a harmonious tension through the chaotic abundance of 

shells, which evokes a sense of calm through repetition of form. The sharp focus throughout enhances the visual 
impact. To elevate this image further, consider using an adjustment layer in post-processing to selectively increase 
highlights on some of the shells. This added depth and dimensionality could really bring the scene to life.

A Grade AO Strawberry Wine acceptance This is a wonderfully imaginative image, full of colour, energy, and creativity. The concept is strong, and the splash 
of motion adds great visual interest. However, some of the processing - particularly the glowing effects -slightly 
overwhelms the composition. With a more restrained touch in post, the image could feel more polished and let its 
natural strengths shine through.

A Grade AO The Star Merchant merit A beautifully crafted still life - technically strong, with soft, controlled lighting and lovely detail throughout. The 
textures and sparkle are used well to draw the viewer in. The image has a warm, festive charm, yet it feels quite 
traditional, almost like a greeting card. More boldness or surprise in the composition would elevate it further. Still, 
it’s a polished and skilfully executed piece.

A Grade AO Togetherness? acceptance Great title for this image which sadly conveys much of our society today.  A street image relaying a story that 
although together they are so far apart.  Boredom etched into their faces as they scroll through the droll.  I do 
believe this would have made a stronger image had it been presented in a high contrast black and white.

A Grade AO Trailing Waters highly commendedA well-crafted landscape that makes excellent use of long exposure to soften the flowing water.  This creates a 
lovely contrast with the texture of the surrounding rocks. The image has great depth, drawing the viewer’s eye 
from the foreground through to the waterfall in the distance. A little more breathing space near the base of the 
falls or a touch more separation in tones might enhance clarity -but overall, a strong, immersive capture of nature.

A Grade AO Waiting for God merit A creative and emotive composition, with beautiful use of depth of field and black and white tonality. The focus on 
a single headstone draws the viewer in, inviting quiet reflection. Straightening the foreground stone would 
enhance an already compelling image.

A Grade AO Whakatane River Entrance acceptance This image is technically sound, but it left me searching for an emotional or creative connection. In future, 
consider how light, perspective, or storytelling elements might help elevate the visual narrative and engage your 
viewer more deeply. There’s definitely potential here - keep exploring what speaks to you personally as an artist.

A Grade AS Charming with daisies acceptance A joyful and vibrant portrait that beautifully captures the carefree spirit of youth. The face-painted daisies and 
clever use of colour in the eyes complement the playful pinks and magentas of the outfit perfectly. With the soft 
blur and muted tones in the background, the subject is nicely isolated in the frame. Given that this is a 'Creative' 
Portrait category, there’s definitely room to push the concept further - I can almost picture her surrounded by 
cotton candy clouds and a striped lollipop to match her eyes. Just a thought for next time!
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A Grade AS Dairne merit  Choosing a side profile is bold - these angles aren’t always the most flattering, yet you’ve handled it with skill. This 

is a straightforward portrait elevated into the creative realm through thoughtful post‑processing. The absence of 
eye contact and the antiqued finish add emotional weight, inviting us to linger and imagine the subject’s story. To 
take the image even further, consider adding more negative space in front of the face and allowing the shoulders 
to anchor the lower frame. This would ground the composition and prevent the impression of a ‘floating’ head.”

A Grade AS Extravaganza fair weekend acceptance A strong black and white portrait with excellent tonal control and a nicely balanced square composition. The 
steampunk styling and the dramatic backdrop hold great potential, but the subject’s eyes - often the most telling 
part of a portrait are hidden behind sunglasses that feel out of sync with the theme. Don’t hesitate to ask your 
subject to remove them, especially in a styled setting; it’s often in that small moment of vulnerability that a truly 
powerful portrait emerges.

A Grade AS Hemp Lady acceptance This is a cheerful portrait with wonderful expression and great detail in the subject’s eyes and facial lines. There’s 
a beautiful sense of kindness captured here. However, it feels more like a candid snapshot than a fully considered 
portrait. Take the time to scan your background for distractions, and if repositioning isn’t an option, be sure to 
correct it in post — or better yet, fill the frame and let the subject’s face carry the story. Intention is everything, 
and it’s what invites the viewer to truly pause and connect.

A Grade AS Just a Peak highly commendedAn emotively charged and artistic portrait. The use of chiaroscuro lighting and thoughtful composition offers just a 
glimpse of your subject, drawing us deeper into the image’s emotion. It’s powerful and thought-provoking. When 
working with side profiles, do check the chin area in post - as it often benefits from a little refinement. 

A Grade AS Mother and Child acceptance A touching close-up of a truly beautiful mother and child - and wow! those freckles are just stunning! While the 
image leans more toward a personal family snapshot than a creative portrait, the potential here is undeniable. The 
woman in this frame has a striking presence that would lend itself beautifully to a wide range of portrait styles. I 
truly hope you’re able to explore that creative journey with her - she’s a muse waiting to be celebrated

A Grade AS Mud glorious mud acceptance A child playing in mud always brings a smile. You are touching on a concept that could have been exceptional but 
it still leans more toward a family snapshot. Consider exploring more intentional posing or unusual angles to push 
into the creative realm. And just a note: be mindful when brightening the whites of the eyes, as it can quickly 
appear unnatural and over-processed.

A Grade AS My Lindauer acceptance I really appreciate the creative processing in this portrait - it’s evident time and thought went into it. However, the 
colour tones don’t quite separate the subject from the background. A high-contrast black and white treatment 
may have given it more impact. Also, I would have masked the treatment of the eye area as it weakens the overall 
connection with the subject.
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A Grade AS Renee Incognito acceptance Well focused image showing good reflection in the sunglasses.  More thought needs to go into 'creatively staging' 

an image to fit the brief.

A Grade AS Steam Punk shoot honours A  beautifully executed portrait with strong steampunk styling. The confident expression, cohesive costume, rich 
textures, and monochrome treatment all work in harmony to create real visual impact. The shallow depth of field 
is expertly used here, keeping focus firmly on the subject while subtly dissolving the background, which enhances 
the theatrical feel of the image. A standout piece that blends character, concept, and craftsmanship with finesse.

A Grade AS Tunnel Vision acceptance This image demonstrates a thoughtful use of ICM and creative post-processing, with a commendable willingness 
to explore beyond the conventional. I admire your imaginative approach and the fresh perspective you've brought 
to this portrait. While the layering is visually intriguing, some areas—particularly around the hairline—feel slightly 
disjointed. With continued refinement of your blending technues, such as experimenting with blur filters and 
blending modes, your work will gain the cohesion and finesse it deserves. Keep pushing those creative 
boundaries—you're on an exciting path

A Grade AS Warrior merit A striking high-contrast black and white portrait that exudes strength and resilience. The styling and makeup, with 
the feathered neck piece enhances the mood beautifully. One small critique - when applying texture overlays, it’s 
best to remove or soften them on the skin to avoid a blotchy appearance. You might also experiment with curves 
adjustments to help sculpt and contour the face more naturally. A wonderfully fierce portrait!  

B Grade BO Bonsai tree Kew Gardens acceptance There’s clear intention behind this image, but the lighting conditions on the day proved challenging. The bright 
background and harsh light tend to compete with the tree as the main subject. Exploring a different exposure - 
either underexposed for mood or high key for drama - may have allowed your editing technique to shine more 
effectively.

B Grade BO Greenwich Timeball merit Your creative post-processing really elevates this image - what could have been a simple holiday snap now feels 
like a piece of art. The crowd does distract slightly from the overall impact, and removing some figures could 
strengthen the composition. A touch of added light in post would also help give it that final pop

B Grade BS Just like Dad acceptance This is a thoughtfully composed image - the diagonal line formed by the subjects creates a natural visual flow that 
draws the viewer into the scene. The choice of black and white presentation works well, though the highlights on 
the faces are slightly overexposed. Consider experimenting further with texture or creative blending techniques to 
push the image into more imaginative territory
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B Grade BS Mum to be highly commendedThis portrait may not overtly lean into the creative genre, but it carries a subtle, poignant narrative that’s hard to 

ignore. The subject’s youthful pose and the playful bubble gum contrast powerfully with the gravity of impending 
motherhood, evoking a feeling of disconnection or uncertainty. Her hands rest protectively on her belly, while her 
gaze and posture pull in another direction - visually echoing the emotional complexity of the moment. The brick 
wall adds texture without distraction, and the sepia tones reinforce the introspective mood. A thought-provoking 
image that leaves us wondering about her story

B Grade BS Street singer acceptance A creative portrait with strong post-processing choices -the subtle colour in the facial hair adds depth to the hand-
drawn effect. Watch highlight control and tidy minor distractions like the jumper cord to refine your work further. 
Keep experimenting - you’re on a great path!

B Grade BS thinking of life on the outside merit A powerfully emotive portrait and I commend you for seeing the opportunity with the light - which is both 
dramatic and symbolic. The subject’s expression and body language speak of sadness and defeat, and the 
composition enhances that beautifully.  Be mindful of blown out highlights in high-contrast scenes; a good rule is 
to expose for the skin and recover shadows later in post.

B Grade BS Vision acceptance This image captures beautiful golden light that gently highlights your subject’s skin and hair. Her expression adds 
energy to the motion in the frame. To enhance the sense of movement even further, consider experimenting with 
varying motion and blur layers in post-processing, blending them around your subject to heighten the dynamic 
effect.

B Grade BS Wishes honours Full of light and creative texture, your image shows excellent composition, allowing space for her gaze and 
creating a quiet tension that invites the viewer to imagine what lies ahead. The overlays and textures blend 
beautifully into the neutral palette, and the diffuse light adds a soft, romantic glow. A cohesive and poetic portrait.


